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Notes on Open Letters: 


e or his planet remain under 
ne waning day Israel found itself 
between a pursuing Pharaoh and the Red Sea. But— 


however long his 
the sin-shadows. 





called it in the New Testament Greek is “exodus.” 
Moses must have started that conversation, for he 
surely knew the full meaning of that word. And as 
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The Gift 
By Willis Boyd Allen 
T came to me unheralded, at dawn, 

Enwrapped in tissues soft of pearly mist 
And tied with sunbeams. One by one the folds 
Drifting away, touched by an unseen hand, 
Revealed the hidden treasure. Then I heard 
The song of birds, whisper of morning breeze, 
Murmur of myriad prayers, thanksgiving, praise. 
It was a good and perfect gift—one more 


New Day. 









Heaven’s Tireless Night Toiler 


God works in the dark. The soul does not al- 
ways realize it in the denseness of the shadows of 
suffering. Poetry, seeking to interpret the latest 
thought of skepticism, denies it. “God-forgotten” 
is a pathetically sacrilegious verse by Thomas Hardy 
in. which the poet imagines himself in an interview 


God’s Rule Through 


HE great statement that God is love is so brief 
and so vast that sometimes it almost baffles 
us of the comfort we need from it. Dale of 
Birmiggham used to say that there were some texts 
so overwhelming in their greatness that preachers 
could hardly preach on them, and suggested that they 
might take some lesser text and lead the whole ser- 
mon up to such’a statement as this and make it the 
climax rather than the beginning of their talk. 

We do have to take such great truths apart and 
look at them first through one fragment ard then 
another. The truth that God is love necessitates 
our making over our minds nearly every day we 
live. It means that he does things in a way different 
from what we suppose. For it is almost natural for 
us to think that if God has a point to carry in the 
government of the universe the straightest and most 
natural way to carry it is by force and command- 
ment. 

“Why doesn’t God do something?” moaned Carlyle, 
who panted for some télling move in the affairs of 
men which would let them know there was a God in 
Israel. God seemed so slow to him that he could 
hardly endure what seemed to him the divine inaction. 


Regulated Affections 


most is not governmental policies or action, but 
ecclesiastical organizations and religious movements. 
Day by day we read the papers with intense interest 
to see which way a government will act, but what- 
ever way it acts the results never seem to make the 
vast change they logically ought to. Life remains very 
much the same. But less observed agencies, so com- 
mon and familiar that we hardly deign to notice 
them, and with so little that is dramatic or roman- 
tic that the newspaper reporter could find nothing 
worth telling about them, change the “face of the 
earth and alter human history from day to day. 

The government of the world is mostly accom- 
plished in other places than courts and legislatures. 
They do their obvious part, but the family and the 
church, the shop and the office, the factory and the 
mill, and all the brotherhoods and staffs and friend- 
ships and dependencies, almost unobserved take up 
and shoulder and carry off a thousand acts of gov- 
ernment where the visible and official government 
takes care of one. The world is chiefly governed 
in ways we hardly think of. 

God will rule the world by regulated affections. That 
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The poet-accuser finally succeeds in refreshing the 
memory of the Creator by quoting from the first 
chapter of Genesis. God thereupon declared that he 
really thought the Earth had “died of doing as it 
durst,” and adds: 
“Thou should’st have learnt that Not to Mend 
For Me could ‘mean but Not to Know.” 


But God is over-ruling, overturning, overcoming, 


his own wife came back afterward with more power 
than all the supermen in the world. And to-day the 
world is weak as-water through long acceptance of 
force as the mightiest way to get things done. 

John Morley, whose life has been’ spent in study- 
ing government and in bearing rule, has made some- 
where the remark, strange for one in his position 
and also for one who has never been wholly sympa- 
thetic with Christianity, that what changes the world 


laws would ever dare command! They hardly know 
they are being governed at all. They do not even 
use the word. It would seem strange if they heard 
it in that connection. 

When therefore we look for the divine hand 
chiefly through force that compels men to do things 
we see “only the outskirts of his ways.” God may 
be doing most when he seems to be doing nothing. 
He acts through millions of little connections which 
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bind men to their tasks and make them serve each 
other. He carries his point with some man who 
has felt no coercion and could not say that he ever 
put into words why he undertook the service he is 
engaged in. The love of Christ constrains Christ’s 
own. Without any compulsion they are found doing 
far more than any law commands. 

We have wondered sometimes why God’s will is 
not made known to men in more categorical ways, 
and why we do not hear more commands. Probably 
the nearer any one gets to God the less commands 
he does hear. God works through the promptings of 
the Christ-filled heart. 

There are some who cannot rule well because the 
only kind of rule they can conceive of is that which 
consists of giving out orders and getting them 
obeyed by the sheer dominating force of their own 
will and personality. They do not understand that 
affection enlisted goes farther than penalty imposed. 
They.cannot conceive that obedience so gotten that a 
servant hardly knows he is obeying at all, may be 
even better than that which is always conscious that 
it is doing the will of another. We all like a show 
of force at times. We have martinet views of so- 
ciety, and sometimes our ideal of it is a society in 
which everybody does what he is told, and every- 
thing is turned over to a system which now operates 
automatically and without attention to this bother- 
some world of feelings, affections, prejudices, and en- 
thusiasms. All this view of life and method of dis- 
cipline is even now being tried out in tragic form on 
the battlefields of Europe. 

The way of regulated affections is so slow and 
disappointing that a thousand times the heart de- 
spairs of it. When we see how long our affections 
have gone wrong, how untrustworthy and fickle the 
have been, when we realize how our hearts will 
turn again to the most wicked things which we feel 
that we have renounced, we often lose all belief that 
any reliable character can ever be built out of this 
stormy and uncertain mass of elements. In our 
bitter hours we crave for monasteries and austerities 
which shall just take our lives and force them into 
some sort of shape. We feel that our hearts can 
never be trusted or become trustworthy. We would 
almost go without enthusiasms or joys, and have life 
become a drab and colorless thing, so it had some 
certainty of righteousness. We fancy that so’ long 
as we are made up of these turbulent feelings and 


* existence mechanically without 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


/ 


changeable desires and such susceptibility to tempta- 
tion, moral character is impossible or uncertain. We 
see no way but to crush them all, 

But God’s way is to capture them all. Christ en- 
lists the very foes of the spirit. Paul spoke of bring- 
ing every thought into captivity to Christ. The 
Christian is one who utilizes ‘the passions. That God 
is love means that wherever there are loves, likings, 
affinities, there is his field of operation. All these 
things may so exist as to destroy, but they may be 
directed and regulated. The greatest life will be the 
life with the largest number of affections turned in 
the right direction, Godward. 

Psychologists have noted how often in human 
experience when men and women have come upon 
crises of failure, they have expressed themselves as 
envying the existerice of animals because they never 
know such extremities of misery, but pursue their 
roblem or inward 
tumult. In such moments men feel that their very 
constitution is a handicap, and that the conflicting 
elements in their being render almost impossible the 
grandeur of which they dream. They feel that is 
their crowning disadvantage that they are able to 
love so much, and that they would be better equipped 
for the struggle if they were more indifferent to 
everything alike. But the wrong love can be changed 
into a right one. The turbulent nature is not left 
to one side in Christ’s call to men. John, “a son of 
thunder,” and a believer in destruction, becomes in 
Christ’s hands the most useful for his purpose. 
Mary, possessed of seven devils, becomes the en- 
heartenment and consolation of the apostolic com- 


ny. 
“ > need we be dismayed that it takes so long 
to bring our affections right, for no matter how long 
the task nor what the dreary passages in which the 
affections have gone wrong, no matter how dark the 
night that the rd went through, nor how deep 
were the waters crossed, the great Seeker has never 
given up his search for those affections until they 
have turned again home, until at last every one of 
them shall bring in to us joy and power and reward. 

That is the reason for “the tragic slowness of hu- 
man betterment,” that God will never rest till he 
has won the affections. He might force things into 
some sort of shape by sheer power and might, but 
he will not, but when he has won the affections of a 
single heart then things begin to speed. 








Why Not Tobacco? 


Will you please give as many reasons as you can to 
show why a man should not use tobacco in any form, 
including both Biblical and common sense reasons?— 
An Indiana Inquirer. 


Common sense reasons that are good for any- 
thing rest upon Bible truths. If common sense 
doesn’t coincide with Bible sense then common sense 
must stand aside, Out of the South Sea Islands 
comes a story, however, that vividly illustrates the 
highly practical character of our. highly common 
sense Bible and its personal message to the heart 
of man. 

A missionary working in Australia nay Kanakas 
who had come over from the Solomon Islands as 
laborers to cut sugar cane, led a number of these 

_ men to Christ. The missionary noticed that among 
the group that had accepted Christ was.one who had 
evidently stopped smoking. He was no longer seen 
with the familiar cigarette between his lips. The 
missionary spoke of the fact to this man and asked 
him why he had stopped. The Kanaka answered, 
“Him no likee me play [pray] along dirty-fellow lip.” 
“Who doesn’t like it?” asked the missionary. “Him, 
, said the Kanaka. “But who told you that 

esus didn’t like it?” urged the. missionary, for he 
ave had a word with the 

Then the man 


thought some one must 
new convert about the tobacco habit. 
in response simply said, “Him.” 

May it not be true that the same message has 
come to more mature Christians who have not yet 
heeded it? 

The Indiana reader and many others will be inter- 
ested in a number of leaflets, all of which give a 
great variety of reasons why men should not use 
tobacco. A leaflet, “The Injury of Tobacco,” re- 
printed from the Century Magazine by the Interna- 
tional Sunday-School Association, with the permis- 
sion of the Century Company, may be obtained from 
the Association office, 1416 Mallers Building, Chicago, 
Illinois, at 2 cents each, of 80 cents per hundred. The 
following leaflets may be obtained from The Sunday 
School Times Company : 

“Tobacco As a Physician Sees It,” by D. H. 
Kress, M.D. A study of scientific evidence against 
tobacco. 3 cents each; 30 cents a dozen; 50 or more, 
2 cents each. 

“Cigarettes: A Perilous Intemperance.” Striking 
facts about the cigarette evil, with a list of business 





concerns whose employees are not allowed to smoke 


cigarettes. 2 cents each; $1 a hundred. 

“The Cigarette.” Some thoughtful opinions of 
leading business men and educators. 2 cents each; 
50 or more at $1 a hundred. 

“Why We Boys Don’t Smoke Cigarettes.” A bunch 
of letters from some boys who give their reasons: 
“Why we never smoked,” “Why we stopped smoking.” 
5 cents each; 50 cents a dozen; $4 a hundred. 

A large amount of very convincing material can be 
drawn from these leaflets bearing on many sides of 
the tobacco question. 

aa 


Is the Number Overstated ? 


At the State Sunday-School Convention held here last 
month it was stated that 80 percent of the children in 
our Sunday-schools were lost to the Church, i. e., never 
became members of the Church. It seems to me that 
this statement is overdrawn, and that it is a case of 
statistics run mad. As I look about me. upon the 
church and note its membership; as I recall the bless- 
ings of the Adult Bible Class Movement, it seems to 
me that this figure is far wide of the truth. Will you 
please throw some light upon this statement?—A Michi- 
gan Subscriber. 


Whether the statement is overdrawn or not it is 
unlikely that the facts necessary to a correct calcu- 
lation of the true number have ever been brought to- 
gether. It would be much easier to verify the truth 
or falsity of the statement that 80 percent of the 
additions to the church by conversion come through 
the Sunday-school than to verify any general state- 
ment that might be made involving what comes to 
pass in the lives of Sunday-school pupils after they 
leave the school, when they may or may not unite 
with the church. 

Mr. Marion Lawrance, in The Sunday School 
Times of December 30, 1916, and in a leaflet, “Burn- 
ing Questions,” issued by the International Sunday 
School Association, 1416 Mallers Building, Chicago, 
Ill., price $1 per hundred; $10 per thousand, states 
that “probably one-half of the Sunday-school mem- 
bers are never won for Christ,” but Mr. Lawrance 
is himself careful to insert the word “probably,” and 
he has stated in another connection that he.cannot 
vouch for the truth of a statement like this, but he 
intimates that something oi the sort is quite gen- 
erally believed by many Sunday-school experts. In- 
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ferences.might be drawn from facts gathered over 
a period of years by schools or organizations that 
had kept very careful statistics, but to state 
that 80 percent of the children in our Sunday 
are lost to the church is to give currency to what 
would be very difficult indeed to verify. “The figure 
is much higher than that quoted by Mr. Lawrance. 

The great outstanding fact, however, is this: that 
enough pupils in the Sunday-school with which each 
one of us is most familiar pass out of the school and 
not into church membership, to startle any of us into 
a consciousness of our failure to do all that might be 
done in leading them to an open confession of Christ. 
Enough statistics of this sort can be found in any 
Sunday-school to bring the whole working force to 
its knees in prayer for forgiveness, and for a quicken- 
ing of the soul-winning purpose and practise of that 
school, for the benefit of those who are yet reachable. 
If we should find by investigation that the general 
leakage is much larger than it is in our own school, 
that would never relieve us of the responsibility for 
the percentage of leakage that might still exist among 
those for whom we must be held responsible. 


Pa 


What Sort of Teacher for Your Child?, . 


Has a mother who is trying to bring up her children 
to be Christians (not simply church members) a right 
to oppose a dancing, card-playing Sunday-school 
teacher, and has the superintendent of the Sunday- 
school a right to give the mother to understand that 
because her husband plays cards she has no right to- 
say anything about those things? Now I am not 
opposed to young folks enjoying themselves in the 
right way, but seeing what influence such teachers are 
having I cannot help being bitterly opposed to them. 
Why must our children have them for teachers in 
Sunday-school? I will enclose stamps for a copy of 
the paper with answer to this letter, if you dare to 
print an answer.—An Anxious Mother. 


It takes very little daring to answer the questions 
of this disturbed mother. A mother always has a 
right to do everything she can in the spirit of Christ 
to provide for her children real spiritual nourish- 
ment. She not only has this right, but it is clearly 
her duty to be watchful and thoughtful and prayer- 
ful concerning all that touches the life of the chil- 
dren whom she has brought into the world. The 
father is equally responsible; and the father who by 
word and example, by prayer and by planning, en- 
courages his children in the spiritual life in every 
possible way is entering into one of the greatest 
privileges that a father can have, and is also doing 
a.clear duty. 

To teach the Word of God requires a spiritual ex- 
perience of fellowship with Christ that can never 
be realized while one is entangled in questionable 
amusements or other forms of worldliness. No 
teacher may fairly expect to be a clear channel of 
spiritual power who chooses to do things that block 
the channel. é 

This mother is rightfully concerned over the situ- 
ation that she describes. But should not her own 
spirit be entirely freed from -any bitterness before 
she tries to deal with these questions at all? Both 
the worldly-minded teacher and the superintendent 
who holds that it is right to put such a teacher in 
charge of a class, may. need help from a mother 
whose children are involved in the situation. A 
mother could with entire propriety have a private 
talk with the teacher in the most loving spirit, and 
if the mother and teacher should have a quiet time 
of prayer together on this subject, could they not 
count upon God’s clear direction if both would yield 
themselves freely and completely to his will? Could 
not the mother pursue very, much the same course 
with the superintendent? If then the teacher and the 
superintendent should not be convinced that worldli- 
ness is a serious hindrance to the proper leadership 
of the class, the mother could then arrange with the 
superintendent, in the spirit of Christ, and without 
resentment, and without personal hostility, to have 
the children transferred to another class, and placed 
under the care of a teacher whose spiritual experi- 
ence and vision conform more fully to the normal 
requirements of such work. 

Parents ordinarily take far too little interest in 
such questions with relation to the teaching force of 
the Sunday-school. Most superintendents would be 
rejoiced to have parents help in the suggesting of 
teachers who have spiritual power and whose lives 
are a challenge to simpler and cleaner and holier 
living. The task of the superintendent is often puz- 
zling, and he needs all the light and co-operation 
he can get in the direction of higher standards. No 
teacher of God’s Word, who rightly bears the name, 
ever thinks himself adequate to the undeserved op- 
portunity that God has given him, and he knows 
that he can do nothing apart from Christ. But no 
teacher who desires to have the fullest spiritual 
power can risk the choking rubbish of tolerated 
worldliness in his own life. It may well be the 
mission of the mother, spiritually on the defensive 
for the sake of her children, to be a messenger of 
light and of love and of the revolutionizing power 
of the life that is Christ, to the heart of one who has 
been set over that mother’s children in a position of 
leadership. 
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LESSON FOR JUNF 3 (John 18 : 1-18) 
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| The Black Story of Judas, Then and Now 


Is there any counterpart nowadays 
to Iscariot’s kiss ? 


‘ 


By the Rev. Lewis Sperry Chafer 


Author of “ Satan and the Satanic System,” The King- 
dom in History,” and “ Prophecy and True Evangelism” 





being the most loyal Israelite, and consumed 
with a passion for the covenanted kingdom, took 
the réle of traitor with the hope that he might force 
a move on the part-of Christ toward the setting up 
of a literal kingdom. ‘ : 
Another notes interpretation .of Christ’s be- 
trayer discovers. in him the most spiritual, far- 
4 


Ame interpretation of Judas is that he, 


ted disciple, and accounts for the betrayal on - 


the grounds that he comprehended, as no other, the 
importance of the death of Christ in its relation to 
the need of the world, and so himself made no small 
sacrifice in betraying his dearest friend that the 
needed atonement might be made. ae 
Leonardo da: Vinci’s immortal painting of the 
Last Supper is still another of the many attempts 
to give at least a partial interpretation of the char- 
acter of Judas. The suggestion in this painting is 
centered. in the fading halo that is over Judas’ head. 
The exact meaning of a halo may not be deter- 
mined; but it is hardly possible to conclude from 
the Bible record that Judas was ever entitled to any 
such representation. For there is but one answer to 
all these efforts to clear Judas. We haye no sources 
by which his character may be estimated outside of 
the Biblical account; and, if the trustworthiness of 
Scripture is to be accepted to the extent of admit- 


_ ting that Judas ever existed, our opinion of him must 


be molded by the inspired statements. Judas is not 

ictured as a saint; “he was a devil” (adversary). 
Fie is not set forth as a loyal, faithful Jew; “he. was 
a betrayer and a thief.” He is not represented as 
a man of exceptional spiritual vision; he was “the 
son of perdition.” These are words of Scripture, 
and all but one are the direct statements of the Son 
of God. And to these may be added: “The Son of 
man indeed goeth, as it is written of him: but woe 
to that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed! 

ood were it for that man if he had never been 

rm” (Mark 14: 21). : 
God’s Sovereignty and Judas’ Free Will 

But this is not all there is to be said from the 
Scripture on the character and career of Judas. He 
was. “chosen” by Christ and “numbered with the 
twelve.” He was an apostle. He was one of the 
disciples. He baptized, preached the Gospel of the 
kingdom, and was doubtless among those who testi- 
fied at one time that “even the devils are subject 
unto us.” From the’fact that the other apostles were 
at a loss to know of whom the Lord was speaking 
when he said “one of you shall.betray me,” it is evi- 
dent that the true character of Judas had in no way 
been disclosed to them. ‘What these same apostles 
were able to write of Judas long after the death of 
Christ must not be accounted as their personal esti- 
mate of him during the three years’ ministry of 
Jesus. Thus John in later years explains the pro- 
test of Judas against the use of the costly ointment 
with which Mary anointed the Lord for his burial 
(John 12:4-6) on the grounds that Judas was a 
thief. It is probable that no such impression as to 
the real character of Judas had been created in the 
mind of John or any of the twelve before the start- 
ling disclosures of the last supper and the events 
which followed. 

The problem of the seeming conflict between the 
sovereign purpose of God and the free will of men is 
no more difficult in the case of Judas than in any other 
individual. What transpired in Judas’ experience 
was divinely ordered “that the scriptures might be 
fulfilled.” Again, it is said of him that at one time 
he was under such evident overmastering power as 
is suggested by the words, “The devil having entered 
into him.” Yet on the other hand he is represented 
as acting on his own choice, repents because of that 
choice, and is throughout the record held account- 
able for the wrong that he did. When the divine 
wisdom is finally revealed it will no longer be diffi- 
cult to reconcile the seeming conflict in truth. 

Some other problems that are suggested by the 
career of Judas will be disposed of if it is borne in 
mind that Judas did not enter the Christian dispen- 
sation, which began with the death of Christ and was 
only foreshadowed by the establishment of the Lord’s 
Supper in the upper room. Judas was present in the 
upper room at the early evening meal which was the 
celebration of the Jewish passover. It was then that 
he received the sop from the hand of the Lord and 
dipped his hand with Him in the same dish. He 
then went out. After he had gone out we are told 
that the Lord’s Supper was instituted, which institu- 
tion is so distinctly the portion of the children of 
God in the present age of grace. This order of 
events in the upper room is most significant. How 


fresh all this history was when Jesus so soon after 


“Perhaps the most touching thing in the 
Bible,”” says Dr. Scofield, is the word Jesus 

ke to Judas at the betrayal—‘“Co n 
(Matt. 26 : 50). Judas got a word of regret, 
Peter a look of reproach—but Peter repented 
had only remorse. Why? 





while Judas 
Mr. Chafer’s study a satisfactory answer? 








prayed, “Those that thou gavest me I have kept, 
and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; 
that the scripture might be fulfilled.” All, save one, 
who had followed Jesus in the regeneration and min- 
istry related to the covenanted Davidic Kingdom 
were by him kept and were to go on with him into a 
far deeper relationship as members of his body and 
temples of his own eternal life. ; 

The Old Testament order and relationship passed 
out with the death of Christ rather than with his 
birth, and endless confusion will be avoided if our 
Lord’s earth ministry is left in the setting wherein 
the Scriptures most clearly relate it (Matt. 10: 5-7; 
23: 37-390; Luke 1: 31-33; John 1:11; Rom. 15:8). 
The Lord, in his teachings, did anticipate the bless- 
ings of this present age, but his earth ministry be- 
fore his death was under the Old Testament economy. 
Judas, therefore, should never be considered as a 
Christjan, and certainly not as an.example of a Chris- 


- tian who finally went to perdition, for the Bible pre- 


sents no such example or doctrine. Judas along with 
the other disciples doubtless heard the unfoldings of 
the Gospel from ‘the lips of Jesus as recorded by 
John, how that eternal life might be had on the sole 
condition of believing; but there is no evidence that 
he or any disciple then acted upon the offer. In this 
connection we do read, in John 13: 10, 11, that Jesus, 
when speaking to his disciples at a much Iater time, 
said, “and ye are clean, but not_all. For he knew 
who should betray him; therefore said he, Ye are not 
all clean.” And Matthew 7:22, 23, spoken at an 
earlier time, may not be without bearing upon the 
ministry of Judas, “Many will say to me in that day, 
Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? 
and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name 
done many wonderful works? And then I will pro- 
fess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, 
ye that work iniquity.” It is not reasonable to press 
the experience of any one of the disciples who 
passed from the old relationship into the new as a 
norm of the present New Testament conversion. 
The disciples of necessity experienced a changing 
relationship to the Father, Son, and Spirit which it 
would be impossible to experience at the present 
time. 

The ministry which Judas rendered, therefore, and 
the position which he occupied, are greatly quali- 
fied by tle fact that his relation to Christ was wholly 
completed before the cross. He was among those 
chosen of Christ, but with an expressed and distinct 
exception in character, Jesus said: “Have I not 
chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil?” (ad- 
versary.) Judas was also “numbered with the 
twelve.” The phrase “the twelve” is sometimes used 
as a general designation of the apostles rather than 
to indicate an exact number. For example: it is said 
that Jesus was “seen of the twelve after his resur- 


rection,” when Judas certainly was not present., 


When Jesus forecasts his coming kingdom in Mat- 
thew 19: 28, and refers to twelve thrones upon which 
the twelve apostles shall sit, it is probable that the 
twelve here referred to is the final apostolic com- 
pany as seen in the later developments in the New 
Testament. So also, in Revelation 21:14, where 
ped is reference to the twelve apostles of the 
mb. 


How Judas Could be an Apostle 


Because Judas was an apostle there is no warrant 
to conclude that he was saved in the present New 
Testament sense. The word apostle means a “mes- 
senger” or “one sent.” Christ himself was an apos- 
tle (Heb. 3:1). This service we have abundant 
evidence to believe Judas fulfilled under the king- 
dom ministry. 

Certain well-defined marks of an apostle are set 
forth in the Scriptures. In this connection Paul 
could say, “Am I not an apostle? am I not free? 
have I not seen Pay Christ our Lord? are not ye 
my work in the rd? If I be not an apostle unto 
others, yet doubtless I am to you: for the seal of 
mine apostleship are ye in the Lord.” And “Truly 
the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in 
all patience, in sighs, and wonders, and mighty 
deeds” (1 Cor. 9:1, 2; 2 Cor. 12:12). All of these 
marks so far as they apply in Judas’ time were true 





of- him. He had seen the Lord and the signs-of an 
apostlé were wrought by him. 

It is important in this connection to consider the 
subjects and events recorded in Acts 1: 15-26. The 
disciples had been distinctly directed to tarry in 
Jerusalem until they were endued with power. Al{lf 
subsequent New Testament teaching would confirm 
the impression that until this promised relationship 
to the Spirit was realized there could be no reliable 
decisions made by them, and yet they took it upon 
themselves to choose by lot a successor to Judas 
in the apostleship. Their decision is never recog- 
nized thereafter in-Scripture either by the Spirit of 
God or by themselves. Inspiration here guarantees 
the exact reproduction of what these untaught dis- 
ciples said and did, but it does not guarantee that 
their words and deeds in this instance were in ac- 
cord with the mind of God. 

In this passage we have the account of the tragic 
suicide of Judas (see also Matthew 27: 3-5), and 
important revelations as to his apostleship, by such 
phrases as, “He was numbered with us, and had ob- 
tained part of this ministry”; “This ministry and 
apostleship, from which Judas by transgression fell, 
that he might go to his own place.” And speaking 
of his fall it is quoted from the Psalms, “Let his 
habitation be desolate, and let no man dwell therein: 
and his bishoprick let another take.” It is evident 
that this apostleship is the plan and purpose of 
God was reserved for the Apostle Paul, for the 
Spirit of God has designated him as an apostle no 
less than twenty times. Judas, of course, was of the 
larger group of apostles who, so far as intimacy 
with Christ is concerned, are so.seldom mentioned. 
We are often made aware of the special ministry 
bestowed upon and confidence placed in Peter, James, 
and John. 

It is also said of Judas that he was a “disciple,” 
which means that hc was a learner or a follower. 
But this does not relate him to the body- of Chris- 
tians of this dispensation, notwithstanding the fact 
that such are also called disciples. We read of the 
“disciples of Moses” and the “disciples of John.” 


Can Judas’ Treachery be Duplicated? 


The lesson to be drawn from the career of Judas 
is evident. He appears as one of three outstanding 
sinners in the New Testament: Judas, who betrayed 
the Lord; Peter, who denied him; and Pilate, who 
crucified him. Judas is only one of a multitude that 
have betrayed the Lord; Peter, too, -is not alone 
in his denial; and of Pilate’s sin the Scriptures state 
that any who continue to reject the offers of grace 
are “crucifying to themselves the Son of God afresh 
and putting him to an open shame.” The sins of 
these three men seem so much more sinful in that 
they were so evidently committed against the very 
person of Christ; yet is this not true of all sin? 
Did not Saul of. Tarsus discover to his astonishment 
that his very zeal in persecuting the church, which 
he did religiously, was a persecution of the Lord, as 
évidenced by the Lord’s words, “Saul, Saul, why per- 
secutest thou me?” The crime of sin is seen only 
as it is considered in relation to God. No betrayal 
of the Lord is better than that of Judas;.no denial 
of Christ is really softened by conditions that may 
obscure it to human gaze; and no rejection of Christ 
can be less than a personal! guilt which must ever be 
associated with Pilate. “He that believeth on the 
Son is not condemned. He that believeth not is con- 
demned already, because he hath not believed in 
the _ of the only begotten Son of God” (John 
3:18). 

One out of the twelve was wholly false. The 
Lord knew it, yet suffered his presence. And we 
have no record of special private interviews with 
Judas when the sin of stealing was elaborated upon 
by Jesus. How true Christ was to his one purpose: 
“The Son of man is come to seek and to save that 
which was lost!” Judas, like all other unsaved men, 
needed no lectures against besetting sins: he needed 
the full saving power of the cross by which he could 
be made a new creation. 

_ Satan enters only through unlatched doors. There 
is great significance in the early statemént that 
Judas “was a thief, and had the bag, and bare what 
was put therein” (John 12:6); and that it was 
through simple “love of money” that he finally sold 
and betrayed his Master. To harbor known sin is 
but to invite the sifting and cruel attack of Satan. 
The “Hail, Master” and kiss of Judas is only a part 
of the one sad story, and is not unlike the pious 
platitudes, cant and empty professions, of the present 
hour! Through himself Judas gave the enemy a 
This is the 
Satan makes no attack on 


thrust at the very person of Christ. 
crime of all betrayals. 
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mere humanity: it is only when through them he can 
in some way make a thrust at God that such an 
assault is made. In the case of a Christian it is 
different. The Christian has “partaken of the divine 
nature,” and so the “fiery darts” ate aimed at that 
divine life within. To such attacks Christians can 
expose and betray the very Lord who indwells them. 
Judas betrayed rist for qa financial consideration. 
Christians can do the same. The mercenary habits 
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and acts of Christians in relation to their one re- 
sponsibility and commission to send forth the wit- 
ness of the grace that is in Christ will some day be 
seen by them in its true light as a sin against the 
very gs of Christ, as was the sin of Judas. 
Would it be possible for our Lord to say of us: 
sansyetion, Christian, why betrayest and sellest thou 
me 
East Orance, N. J. 











Art's interest in an union cup 


Christ’s Face on an Old Silver Chalice 


achrtit integrons in an entiave community By Prof. Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL.D. 





cup, from Antioch in Syria, actually brought to 

light in 1910, though published late in 1916, is 
full of interest. Its date is reliably placed in the lat- 
ter half of the first century, A. D. 57-87, perhaps the 
former date, for a reason which will be stated pres- 
ently. This chalice bears the early Biblical symbols, 
but none of the later patristic symbols. It presents 
two portraits of Christ and portraits of ten of the 
apostles. Most interesting of all, there is an inner 
and an outer cup; the inner cup, because of its in- 
ferior workmanship, manifestly going back to a still 
earlier date. Certainly, if made at the same time, it 
would have been of equal workmanship. The outer 
cup is of the finest artistic workmanship, yet the artist 
preserved the old cup in its original state. Why was 
this outer richly decorated cup added to an old, plain 
one? The only plausible reason is that the old one 
was venerated. Such striking facts tempt one greatly 
to speculate concerning the origin of the inner plain 
cup. What highly venerated cup was this so carefully 
preserved twenty-five years after the institution of the 
Supper? But, perhaps, it is best to forbear; though 
it would be legitimate speculation, that begins with 
known facts, proceeds in the direction indicated by 
them, and might find a satisfactory stopping-place 
within the bounds of compatibility with them. 


The Finest Face of Christ 


|S two portraits on the chalice from Antioch 
which seem manifestly to be of Christ, are not 
less suggestive. One represents him as a young man 
about twelve years of age. The other shows him in 
full manhood and seated upon a chair or throne. 
Only ten of the apostles are represented, but the 
pictures of these, as well as of the Christ, have such 
distinctive individuality that there can be no doubt 
that they were intended for portraits. “The face of 
Christ seems divine; no subsequent artist has suc- 
ceeded in imparting that sweetness and gentleness 
which tradition gives to the Saviour’s features and 
which we here for the first time see realized.” “The 
heads of the apostles are equally remarkable. We 
seem to read the character of each of them; the very 
soul of man is here portrayed in the metal as per- 
haps never before or after in Christian art.” 


Why the Chalice Seems Genuine 


to evidence for the genuineness of this Anti- 
ochan relic and its antiquity is exceedingly tech- 
nical, for the most part, and yet it so appeals to com- 
mon sense that I will summarize it here in order that 


Tes discovery of a silver chalice, or communion 


all may see that the dating is not mere guess-work, 


where the wish is father to the thought. 

1. The decay of the metal is such as to preclude 
the h ceeacttand of this being medieval or modern 
work. 

2. The art work upon this cup is so excellent that, 
since it certainly is ancient, it must go back to classi- 
cal times, and, according to the opinion of art ex- 
perts, cannot have heen executed after the time of 
Hadrian, A. D. 117-138. 

3. The cup has been battered by falling débris, and 
this battering must have taken place before the de- 
cay i the silver, else the cup would have been shat- 
tered. 

4. There is such a striking resemblance in design 
to certain sculptured cups representing the Emperor 
Augustus of the first century as to make it almost 
certain that the artist who made this cup got his 
theme from that design. 

5. This cup being certainly ancient, as it is, and it 
being established that it is genuine in every respect, 
perhaps the most important evidence concerning its 
exact date is that the symbolism is distinctly that of 
the first century. Not a single one of the symbols 
nor the nimbus of later times is shown. 

6. The date is probably the year 57, because there 
is a line of 57 rosettes around the outer cup, the odd 
number and the manifest crowding needed to get 
them all into the line indicating that there was spe- 


cial reason for the exact number. These may indi- 
cate the date, A. D. 57. 

Gustavus ,A. Eisen, American Journal of Archeology, 
1916, PP. 426-437. ve 


The Source of the Symbolism 


[OUBTLESS other important items of this dis- 
covery of the communion cup will be pointed out 
from time to time. Already Professor J. A. Mont- 
gomery calls attention to the fact that in the Didache, 
the “Teachings of Jesus,” of the first century, the 
opening sentence of the eucharistic prayer speaks of 
the “vine of David.” This cup Has as its most dis- 
tinctive feature of decoration the symbolism of ‘the 
vine. Professor Montgomery thinks also, with great 
plausibility, that the whole symbolism of the cup is 
drawn’ from the 80th Psalm. Even “The wild boar 
out of the wood doth ravish it,” is seen in the beast 
at the foot of ‘one of the vines. It certainly greatly 
resembles a wild boar. In accordance with this in- 
terpretation, the portrait figures, though of Christ 
and apostles, are intended primarily to represent the 
tribes of Israel: Jesus represents the two tribes, 
Judah and Levi (from the tribal relationship of his 
father and mother, as some think). This would alse 








Peter 
By Mrs. Frank A. Breck 


And the Low) tetned end tastied esc Peter, ond Peter siampabslad 
Se wert bike Lael, tour be bad all ane tae, Ee Oe cok 
crow thou shalt deny me thrice. Peter went out and wept bit- 
terly.—Luke 22 : 61, 62, 


H°r on my soul it flashes—this deed that I have done! 
Have I-—oh, dust and ashes—denied God's holy Son ? 
Could I who stood so near him, with love so proud and strong, 

Did I who so revere him—so deeply stoop to wrong ? 


I, heir of his salvation! J who have known such grace! 

(He, in transfiguration, showed me his glory-face.) 

He washed my feet—he fed me—yea, healed my fevered kin ; 
He taught me, loved me, led me—and oh, what have | been ? 


Ah, perfidy unbounded! Burn me, O scalding tears ! 

O depths of sin unsounded! how shall I spend my years ? 
Rocks, mountains, haste to hide me—I would that | were dead ! 
Peace, hope, and joy denied me—my light forever fled ! 


I slept when he was bearing immeasurable woe. 

Yea, = slept, unsharing the anguish he must know. 
He called me in his trial, ‘mid shadows cold and dim— 
I drowsing, gave denial to watch one hour with him. 


*Twas not my love availed him in black Gethsemane— 
Oh, I have ever failed him, when most he needed me! 
With vows to stand beside him if peril should come nigh, 
I said though all denied him, yet would not I—not J. 


And then—yea, I forsook him! alas! how could it be ? 
When wicked rufhans took him I only thought to flee! 
Far off did I pursue him—then oer | a maiden’s jeers 
Denied I ever knew him—whom I had loved for years! 


My coward heart denied him! Oh, boundless treachery! 
Then, as I°stood beside him, he turned and looked on me. 
Reproachful? Yea, but tender—no, he did not despise, 
For oh, I saw Love's splendor revealed in his dear eyes! 


My grief no thought can measure—I wept with burning tears— 
But Christ's look | will treasure, all my forgiven years. 

Let thunders roar above me, and earthquakes heave the sea— 
I knew his heart still loved me, the way he looked on me! 


The cross—the tomb—the rising—of him we thought was dead! 
And then—O joy surprising! his messenger he sped. 

No message could be sweeter than Jesus sent to me : 

** Go, tell them—yea, and Peter, meet me in Galilee.” 


As wheat had I been sifted, had Satan's power prevailed, 
But Christ had prayer uplifted, and his faith never failed. 
With joy my heart is riven, for I have seen his face, 

And know I am forgiven with everlasting grace ! 


Let him that thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he fall.—1 Cor. 10 : 12 


MAY 19, 1917 


account for the strange fact that only ten apostles 
appear. ‘ 

Professor J. A.. Montgomery, American Journal of 
Archeology, 1917, pp. 80, 8&1. 


ye 
Does It Prove the Two “ Feedings’’? 


Axons the many symbols of this chalice of An- 
tioch are to be seen the loaves and fishes. There 
is a plate with seven loaves and two fishes, and also 
a basket with five loaves visible. There is thus a dis- 
tinct recognition of the two miracles of the feed 
of the multitude, the feeding of the five thousan 
and the feeding of the four thousand,. which some 
have contend were different accounts of one 


. miracle. 


Gustavus A. Eisen, American Journal of Archeology, 
1917, PP 77-79. ve 


A Suspicion—Is it Just? 

] HOPE this cup of Antioch is entirely genuine and 

what it is believed to be. I would not suggest - 
thing to the discredit of the distinguished arch- 
eologists and artists who have examined jt. It is im- 
possible, however, not to feel something of an in- 
stinctive apprehensiveness. Natural processes of de- 
cay, like natural processes of growth, seldom present 
things so scientifically complete. It is not that such 
exact testimony of sacred things is unlikely, but that 
such completeness of, fragments is unusual and in- 
clines one to be very cautious that no evidences of 
voluntary aid*shall escape notice. But, perhaps; my 
hint is unworthy: I hope it may never find any 
justification. ie Z 


Are They. Really Paradise or Flood Tablets? 


A> INTIMATED some time ago in these notes, the 
discussion over- Professor Langdon’s translation 
of inscriptions from the Nippur Library which he 
has named the “Fall tablet” and the “Flood tablet,” 
two parts of one literary work in old Sumerian, goes 
on. I was about to say “goes merrily on.” And it 
is, indeed, conducted in quite a good spirit, yet it 
cannot be said to be exactly cheerful. Professor 
Prince of Columbia University has assailed Professor 
Langdon’s translation, and Professor Jastrow, of the 
University of Pennsylvania, has made most vigorous 
protest against Professor Langdon’s principal claims. 

In a long and learned article in the Journal of 
Semitic Languages, for an off-print from which I 
am indebted to Professor Jastrow’s kindness; he 
makes a strong argument against these inscriptions 
as any account of either Paradise or the Deluge. 

It is impossible as yet, certainly for those of us 
who are not Sumerian scholars, to decide with con- 
fidence between the disputants; because they differ 
about the facts. Yet, after all, those who are not 
experts can often determine .very well which dis: 
putant makes out the stronger case. 

It seems to me quite evident that Professor Lang- 
don, ‘in the excitement of publishing as quickly as pos- 
sible a great inscription of transcending interest, 
gave some ideas as belonging to the text which more 
sober study does not support. Indeed, he himself 
frankly admits some mistranslation. Professor 
Jastrow presses him very hard at these points, and 
certainly makes good some of his objections to Pro- 
fessor Langdon’s original translation. Unfortunately 
the correct translation according to Professor Jas- 
trow is, as one of the Philadelphia dailies used to 
say, “not fit to print”; as, indeed, is the case with 
not a few ancient mythological inscriptions. The 
general idea, according to Professor Jastrow, is that 
the tablet, instead of describing a great Deluge, sim- 
ply tells of the fertilizing of the earth by the annual 
rains, under the mythological figure of a marriage 
among the gods; and instead of a Paradise, where all 
was innocence and delight, tells of the time when as 
yet were none of the things of this world: in short, 
the announcement that men and animals were not yet 
created. 

Professor Langdon thinks the flood described as 
one of nine months’ duration; Professor Jastrow, 
that the rainy season is described as lasting nine 
months. Even the merest tyro could see that room 
for discussion might easily be found here; cither 
view might be right, and either might be a mistaken 
view. 

Evidently some mistakes were made in the first 
hasty translation and publication of these tablets, 
and some of the interesting suggestions about the 
description of Paradise and the Deluge. may have to 
be surrendered entirely, which would leave us just 
where we were before. But the end of the discus- 
sion 1s not vet. 

Professor Morris Jastrow, American Journal of Semitic 
Languages, Vol. XXXIII, No. 2, January, 1917. 


we 
Why Did Joshua Plaster the Stones? 


Bp Schweich lectures, delivered in 1915 by Pro- 
fessor Naville, are at hand. In this course of 
lectures the Professor presents and extends some- 
what the thesis of his recent work entitled “Arch- 
zxology of the Bible.” Inthat book he presented much 
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LESSON FOR JUNE 3 (John 18 : 1-18) 


evidence to show that the most of the Old Testa- 
ment, especially the early portions of it, were writ- 
ten originally, not in Hebrew language and script, 
but in the Babylonian language and the cuneiform 


script. The main points in the evidence have been 


presented in the Times already. I will notice now 
only the new evidence brought forward. 

In Deuteronomy 27: 2, 3 it is commanded, “And it 
shall be on the day when ye shall pass over Jordan 
unto the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee, 
that thou shalt set thee up great stones, and plaster 
them with plaster: and thou shalt write upon them 
all the words of the law...” It is not said that 


they were to engrave these words with the tool of - 
that they should “write them.” To. 


an engraver, but 
this end t 


were to “plaster them [the stones] with 
plaster.” 


his does not prove that Joshua was to 
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write in cuneiform; but, in a stone country, it is 
rather to be expected that such an inscription would 
be cut in stone. Instead, the stone was plastered 
with plaster in order to “write” the words. This 
is exactly what would be necessary to “write” in 
cuneiform, a script which was written by being im- 
pressed by a stylus in soft clay or plaster. 


Was the Old Testament Originally Aramaic? 


NOTHER point upon which emphasis is now 
laid especially is that the “language of Canaan” 
in the days of Isaiah (19:18) was. Aramaic. This 
is proved by the papyri discovered at Assuan in 
Upper: Egypt. come from the time of Nehe- 
miah, the time of which Isaiah wrote in his prophecy. 
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They make known a correspondence with PaleStine, 
and show distinctly that the language of these 
papyri was the language of Canaan. It is pure 
Aramaic. Professor Sachau, the distinguished edi- 
tor of these papyri, says of them, “I have searched 
with the keenest interest every bit, every fragment 
from Elephantine in the hope of finding something 
Hebrew, but in vain. The Jewish colony had 
Hebrew names, but everything written was in Ara- 
maic.” What more natural then, than that the ex- 
iles upon their return should have written any new 
books in Aramaic? and should have translated their 
sacred writings into “the language of Canaan.” 
| pcs a into Hebrew would come at a still later 

te. , 

Professor Naville, The Schweich Lectures, Oxford Uni- 
versity Press, 1916. 





Adventures in the Promised Land of Prayer 


Whea God kept locusts out, sent a sewing machine, took contagion out of smallpox, 
prescribed a poultice, and wrought other miracles for the asking 





Cpr has my own weak faith been rebuked 
. when I have seen the results of the simple, child- 
like faith of our Chinese -Christians. Some of these 
answers to prayer have been of such an extraordi- 
nary character that when told in the homeland even 
ministers have expressed doubt as to their genuine- 
ness. But, praise God, I know they are true. The 
following is but a sample of them: : 

Li-ming, a warm-hearted, earnest evangelist, owned 
land some miles north of Chang Te Fu. On one 
occasion when visiting the place he found the neigh- 
bors all busy placing around their fields little sticks 
with tiny flags. This they believed would keep the 
locusts from eating their grain. They all urged 
Li-ming to do the same, and worship the locust 
god, or his grain would be destroyed. Li-ming re- 
plied, “I worship the one only true God, and I will 
pray him to keep my grain that you may know that 
he only is God.’ aes 2 

The -locusts came and ate on all sides of Li-ming’s 
grain, but did not touch his. 

When Mr. Goforth heard this story he deter- 
mined to get further proof, so he visited the place 
for himself and inquired of Li-ming’s — heathen 
neighbors what they knew of the matter. They one 
and all testified that when the locusts came their 

ain was eaten and Li-ming’s was not! The Lord 
Jesus once said, after a conflict with unbelief and 

ypocrisy, “I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven 
and earth, because thou hast hid these things from the 
wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes.” 


HE winter of our return from China after the 

Boxer tragedies I felt keenly the need of a good 
sewing machine, as I could not possibly do the chil- 
dren’s sewing by hand and still get time for meet- 
ings. One day I asked my husband for money for a 
machine, but he told me it was quite impossible as 
we had only sufficient for bare necessities. He was 
leaving on a deputation tour; and after he had gone 
I just asked the Lord to send me money for a ma- 
chine. I received such assurarfce that money would 
come that. I went down town and selected the 
machine most suitable, the price being thirty-six dol- 
lars. Three days later a letter came from a band of 
ladies in Western Ontario enclosing twenty-three 
dollars and some odd cents. The letter said, “Please 
accept the enclosed to buy something you have lost 
as our substitute in China.” A few days later a 
second letter came enclosing twelve dollars and some 
odd cents, the letter stating that I was to use the 
gift to help purchase a sewing machine! The two 
amounts came to the exact amount needed for the 
machine. This appeared to me all thé more sur- 
prising, as I did not know of any one who knew 
about my wanting a machine except my husband. 
Before Mr. Goforth returned I had purchased it, and 
was able to show him when he came home that the 
Lord could give me what he could not. 


URING the long journey up stream to Honan, 
after my return to China, my husband unfolded 
a new plan of work, from which I shrank. It seemed 
that everything was changed at our station of Chang 
Te Fu. Six missionaries from a station which had 
been destroyed by the Boxers were now settled there. 
My husband urged that, as there were now plenty 
of workers at the main station to carry on the work 
there, we should open up the almost untouched re- 
gions to the north and northwest of Chang Te Fu. 
The plan was that we should go together with our 
children, living in the larger centers from ten days 
to a month-at a time in each place, leaving behind 
an evangelist to carry on the work in our absence, 
and revisiting these places once or twice a year as 
we were able. 
What this meant can scarcely be understood by 
those unfamiliar with China and Chinese life. But 
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A white-haired minister of the Gospel once 
read a paper on “Prayer” before a ministers’ 
meeting, and confessed that he could not re- 
call a single definite, unmistakable answer to 
prayer in all his experience. He was forced to 
the conclusion, he said, that prayer was 
chiefly ‘‘a spiritual exercise.” In contrast 
with the poverty of this life, is the experience 
of Mrs. Goforth, whose path has been strewn | 
with so many marvelous prayer-answers that 
she here speaks of one of them as “one of the 
exceeding abundants.”’ ¥ 








the proposition had come as a call from God, for I 
had the language and experience for such work, the 
need was very great, and there was no one else. 
Yet how dare I risk the children? My husband 
urged that the safest place for them and myself was 
the path of duty; but I had not the courage or faith 
that he had, and it seémed like stepping over a 
precipice in the dark; I could not—rather, I would 
not—do it. 

I became more and more determined to remain at 
home in our comfortable house at Chang Te Fu 
with my children; and just before reaching home I 
gave this to my husband as my final decision. His 
only reply was, “I fear for the children!” 

The very day after our return to our Chinese 
home our dear lad Wallace-was taken ill; for two 
weeks we fought for his life, then the crisis passed ; 
and as soon as he began to recover my husband 
started off on his first trip, but alone. 

He had been gone only a day or two when our 
little Constance was taken ill with the same disease— 
dysentery. From the first there seemed little or no 
hope.» Everything“ was done that could be. Her 
‘father was sent for, and reached ‘thome just as she 
was losing consciousness. A few “hours later we 
were kneeling around the bedside waiting for the 
end, when my eyes seemed to be suddenly opened to 
what I had been ane. I had dared to fight against 
our almighty God! In the moments that followed 
God revealed himself to me in such glory and 
majesty and love that I gave myself up to him with 
unspeakable joy. I knew then that J could trust Him 
with my children wherever he might lead. One thing 
only was made plain, and that was, I must follow 
bog he should lead. I saw that God must come 
rst, ° 

Just then our precious child passed away. But be- 
fore the little body was even laid away preparations 
for the first tour began. How can one tell of all the 
Lord’s goodness during these years that followed! 
Did our children suffer? No indeed! never had we less 
illness in our family; and I found to my surprise 
that I was able to give more time to them when out 
on these tours than when at home at Chang Te Fu. 
The Chinese used to say, “Your children seem to be 
made for such a life; they“Go not-seem to mind any- 
thing.” But no, it was the Lord’s faithfulness; he 
knew~ how hard, indeed almost impossible, it would 
have been for me to continue that work had the 
children been peevish or hard to manage. Time and 
time again we have had to get the little ones up be- 
fore daybreak to start on a journey, and never once 
do I remember .their even crying. They would just 
wake up enough to get dressed, and say sleepily, 
“Are we going again, Mama?” Then go off to sleep 
as soon as we were settled in our carts. 


N ONE occasion we arrived at the town of 

Ho Ts’un late in the afternoon, expecting to stay 
there over night and probably longer; but when we 
arrived we found the Christian whom we had sent to 
arrange for our visit had failed to get a place for 
us to stay in.» We were:in a serious difficulty, as it 
would be almost impossible to make the journey to 


the next place that night. While the animals were 
feeding, and we were trying to eat our dinner in the 
midst of the crowd, Mr. Goforth said, “Let us just 
ask the Lord silently to give us a place if he wants 
us to stay here.” 

We had scarcely finished eating when the Chris- 
tian came up, saying, “Praise the Lord! a wealthy 
man has offered you a fine empty place which has 
= been fixed over, and he says you can have it as 
ong as you like, free of rent.” Here was surely one 
of the Lord’s exceeding abundants. For three days 
we preached the Gospel there to many hundreds of 
men and women, and a work was begun which has 
continued ever since. 


N ONE of the early visits a woman came with a 

little child whose foot was terribly burned. The 
whole foot was badly swollen, the inflammation reach- 
ing some distance up the leg. The child was feverish, 
and seemed in a serious condition. 

It happened that on that trip I had forgotten to 
bring the simple remedies which I was accustomed 
to take out with me, so I told the woman I could do 
nothing for the child. But again she begged so 
piteously that I could not turn away; and lifting up 
my heart in prayer I asked the Lord to guide me 
if there was anything I could do. 

Even while I prayed the thought of a bread poul- 
tice came to mind. This remedy seemed an almost 
absurd one; I had never heard of such a thing being 
used before under like circumstances; but I resolved 
to try it. Twice a day the foot was cleansed and put 
in the poultice, and it was really wonderful to see 
how that foot healed. We were there ten days, and 
when we left the foot was almost completely well. 
The mother, father, child herself, and indeed the 
whole family, became Christians. 


N ANOTHER visit to the same place we were 
there two whole days, and scarcely any women 
came. We were so circumstanced that I could not 
leave the children. The third day I became so bur- 
dened in prayer that I could only shut myself up in 
an empty room and cry to the Lord to send women 


to us, as he knew I could not leave the children.. 


From that day we always had plenty of visitors to 
keep us busy, either Christian women studying or 
heathen women listening to the Gospel. 


Lave the following instance to show how im- 
possible it was to know when one would run into 
danger. Going to a certain village for a day’s 
preaching I took little Mary with me, then three 
years of age. We were waited on by a Christian 
woman who was most kind 4nd attentive, bringing 
water and food for both Mary and myself. Being 
much taken up with preaching to the women, it did 
not occur to me to ask this woman why she kept 
her baby’s face covered, for the child was always 
in her arms. Just as we were leaving I asked her; 
she uncovered the child’s face, and to my horror I 
saw the child was covered with smallpox! For 
weeks I watched Mary’s temperature, but nothing 
developed. It was through repeated instances of this 
kind that I came to see that Mr. Goforth was right 
when he said, “The safest place for yourself and 
the children is in the path of duty.” 


Atl ONE time in Canada, when my son had been very 
ill, I was under conviction that I must yield my- 
self and my will to God and be ready to obey what- 
ever he made clear for me to do. There were six 
different doors that would have to be opened,—not 
one, but all,—before I could possibly go out and 
speak for Christ and China as God seemed to be 
asking. 

First, the Lord would need to restore my son to 
complete health, as I could never feel justified in 
leaving a sick child. 

Second, He would need to restore my own health, 
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for I had been ordered to the hospital for an oper- 
ation. 

Third, He would need to keep all the other chil- 
dren well. 

Fourth, a servant must be sent to take care of the 
children. And my income was so small that a ser- 
vant seemed out of the question; only the strictest 
economy was making both ends meet. 

Fifth, a Christian lady would need to be willing 
fe act as housekeeper in my times of absence from 

ome. 

And sixth, money sufficient would need to be sent to 
meet the extra expenses incurred by my leaving home. 

Yet as I laid these difficulties before the Lord I 
received the definite assurance that he would open 
the way. 

My son was brought back to Toronto on a stretcher, 
the doctor not allowing him to raise his head; but 
on arrival he would not obey orders, declaring that 
he was so well he could not and would not remain 
still. Fearing the consequences of his disobeying 
orders, I telephoned for the doctor to come at once. 
On his arrival he gave the lad a Gores examina- 
tion, and then said, “Well, I cannot make him out; 
all I can say is, let him doashe pleases.” Within a 
month the boy was going back to his high school 
apparently quite well. Some months later he applied 
for a position under the government. He had to 
pass through the hands of the official doctor. My 
son told him of his recent illness, and of what the 
doctor had said concerning his heart; but this phy- 
sician replied, “In spite of all you have told me I 
can discover nothing whatever the matter with you, 
and will therefore give you a clear bill of health.” 

As for myself, I did not go to the hospital, for all 
the symptoms that had seemed to require it left me 
and I became perfectly well. 

A servant was sent to me who did her work sym- 
pathetically as helping me to do the Lord’s work; a 
married niece living near offered to stay in the home 
whenever I needed to be absent; and so there re- 
mained but one condition unfulfilled, and that was 
the money. But I felt this would come as I went 
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forward; and it did. , Each month that followed as 
I made up my accounts I found my receipts exceeded 
my expenditures sufficiently to enable me to send 
money for work in China and purchase things which 
I needed for China, such as an organ, etc. All these 
accounts were laid before our beloved Mission Board 
Secretary, who approved them. 


Under these circumstances I dared not refuse in- ' 


vitations to speak; yet so weak was my faith that 
for months I never left home for a few days but I 
kept dreading lest something would happen to the 
children during my absence, and I even accepted 
meetings with the proviso that if the children needed 
me I must fail to keep my appointment. But as the 
days and weeks and months passed, and all went well, 
I learned to trust. , 
“ *Be still; be strong to-day.’ 
But Lord, to-morrow? , 
What of to-morrow, Lord? 
Shall there be rest from toil, 
Be truce from sorrow? 
‘Did I not die for thee? 
Do I not live for thee? 
Leave me to-morrow.’ ” 


Before leaving for China my husband had said to 

me, “Do not stint the children with apples; give 
them all they want.” Now when I began housekeep- 
ing I found this was not very easy to do. Apples 
were expensive, and the appetites of my six children 
for them seemed insatiable. However, I began by 
buying a few small baskets; and then I did not need 
to buy more, for = came insin a most wonderful 
way! First in baskets; then, as the season advanced, 
in barrelfuls. These came from quite different 
sources, and in some cases long distances, express 
aid to the door. On one occasion a barrel of large 
ard “Greenings” came just as we had finished the 
last barrel. The children complained that they were 
too hard to eat, and begged me to buy them some 
“Snows” (a very expensive but delicious apple for 
eating). I had only purchased one small basket of 
“Snows” when a large supply (almost a barrelful) 
came from an unknown friend! 





How much does tradition influence our 
notions of reverence ? 
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Are Sunday’s Prayers Irreverent ? 


By Joseph Addison Richards 








66 H, BUT how irreverent!” 
On a recent Lord’s Day morning a teacher 
of an adult Bible class in Manhattan was de- 
scribing to his class the prayer Billy Sunday offered 
the night before in the tabernacle at the close of his 
first week’s work in New York. This was the 
prayer: 


Say, Jesus! We want to thank you for this won- 
derful week. We want to thank you for letting us 
come here to this wonderful old praying, cursing, 
sober, drunk, laughing, weeping, brutal, tender city. 

We want to thank you, Jesus, for the newspa- 
per fellows that came over to Philly to meet us last 
Saturday and say “Welcome, Bill”—the World and 
the Sun and the Tribune and the Herald—and for 
the big crowd that met us down at the Pennsy 
Station, O Lord, singing “Brighten the Corner.” 
And we want to thank you, Jesus, for the way the 
crowds have turned out in old New York, which 
they said had no thought but for making money 
and seeking pleasure. 

Here we are, Jesus, shopworkers, business men, 
students, mechanics, Jews, Gentiles, Catholics, 
Protestants, native, foreign-born, rich, poor, black, 
white, learned, illiterate, saint, sinner, good, bad, 
millionaires with automobiles, working men with 
dinner-buckets—all come to tell you we love you, 
Lord! 

And we come to tell you, Devil, that we hate 
you! Aren’t you satisfied? Haven’t you ruined 
enough people, sent enough men reeling and -stag- 
gering home to broken-hearted families; haven’t 
you turned enough white-livered, black-hearted 
panders, made enough young girls sell their virtue, 
haven’t you caused tears enough to make an At- 
lantic and caused enough bloodshed to redden every 
wave? Aren’t you satisfied with your wreckage, 
your curse, your mildewed blight, your getting 
women to drink so they come home soused like 
men, here in New York, where I’m told the hotels 
couldn’t run if it wasn’t for the money they get 
from liquor drank by women? ... 

Check up this week, then, you recording angels. 
Jesus, I see you looking over the battlements of 
heaven, smiling down. You ask will old New York 
come to Christ. Will she come? You bet she will. 
Before we get through there'll be so many rushing 
in that the recording angels will be overworked 
writing down the new names in the Lamb’s book of 
life. Well, Jesus, thank you. Good-night! 


. “Oh, but how irreverent,” said one of the women 
in the class, as the quotation of the prayer ended. 


“What is reverence?” shot out the teacher, and no 
one answered. And then the teacher began to try to 
reconcile the conflicting emotions which had torn 
him the night before as he listened to that remark- 
able utterance. 

This. much was clear, and he told the class so,— 
“I’m convinced that Billy Sunday knows God. 
listened, alive in every fiber of my being, shocked by 
what I had thought was irreverence, shocked almost 
to the point of outrage. But, strangely enough at 
the same time I was made sensible, as I believe by 
the Holy Spirit, that Billy Sunday was truly talk- 
ing to God out of a pure heart’ fervently. Fervently, 
—yes, that’s the word, so fervently that it melted my 
old notion of? reverence as the negative pole of an 
electric current might melt the metal of a worn-out 
cell of a storage battery. _More than that, it flooded 
my heart as the positive wire of an electric current 
might a receptive cell of an empty but ready storage 
battery. 

“So traveled this negative-positive current of a 
fresh revelation of God’s Spirit in prayers along the 
wires of my spiritual intelligence, wrecking my false 
standards of reverence and warming my soul with a 
sense that this man from Iowa was, John-the-Baptist- 
like, leading my soul into the presence of God.” 

Are not our notions of reverence all encrusted 
with the traditions of two thousand years? 

“What is reverence? Is it a thing of the heart or 
of a form of words and a posture? Oh, the far- 
away, lonely, powerless prayers of the churches! Oh, 
the forms, the mouthings, the genuflections of 
churchly reverence!” 

Imagine Billy Sunday standing where he had stood 
for a week royally d_ loyally representing his 
Father in heaven and fils Saviour and Brother Jesus 
Christ,—imagine him in the exaltation of divine joy 
and divine love with the yearning which Jesus had 
given him for the great throngs of people who had 
heard him,—imagine him in physical weakness and 
Spiritual strength,—imagine him shouting out as 
though to God in the next room,—‘“Say, Jesus, we 
want to thank you for this wonderful week!” 

Is it any wonder that all over that audience there 
stole to the closed eyes of many who listened the tear 
of a freshly awakened sense that God is able to give 
His own a yearning for lost sheep? 

And you, who read these words of comment of 
the Sunday-school teacher to his class, when you 
read this following prayer, or any prayer of Billy 
Sunday’s, ask God to help you feel as this man felt 
the destruction of a false and traditional reverence 
and a rebirth ef a Bible reverence that isn’t afraid 
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to come boldly unto the throne of grace and talk to 
your Father who is in heaven and with your Brother 
who stands as your Advocate in the heavenly place. 


Bless our efforts in this work, Jesus, will you? 
Bless that fellow out there who’s been weeene Se 
ticker all day down in Wall Street, and it’s 
running against him. He’s had a hard time. Go 
down, Lord, to Fifth Avenue and bless the le 
there, and down around Broadway, in the ter 
district and the big hotels and bless them—and oh, 
Lord, yes, the cabarets and the cafés, and save the 

pi in them. And down around Sixth Avenue, 

rd, and in the big department stores wherever 
they are. Don’t miss anybody, Lord; oh, no, 
don’t miss a soul! 

Bless the Mayor, Jesus—yes, bless John—he’s a 

‘ood scout, Lord, and he’s helped us a lot here in 
ew York. And the Police Commissioner, Woods. 
Bless Arthur, Lord. He’s another fine young fel- 
low and he’s been as good as he could be to us. 
And Bob Adamson, the Fire Commissioner. He’s 
another good one. Yes, Lord, and all the firemen 
_ and policemen and the Postmaster and the men 
that carry the mails for -Uncle Sam. 

Bless the Collector of the Port, Lord—Dudley 
Malone. He’s our good friend, too. Bless him 
and his men down on the docks—they watch the 
people that are all the time trying to put some- 
thing over on the government. 


Though this was a prayer, the audience laughed 
aloud at this point, and Billy smiled with them. 


Sweep over all of old New York, Lord. Go to 
Brooklyn. Be in Jamaica, Yonkers, in the Bronx— 
everywhere. Go to the hospitals, Lord, and bless 
the nurses and patients. Bless the lawyers—there’s 
a bunch that need help, Lord—(another big laugh) 
and the courts and judges. ‘ ; 

Bless the newspapers—I wish I could remem- 
ber all their names. Their reports have been fine, 
even in these days, with war taking all the space 
andthe price of paper sky high. Bless these boys 
on my right and left who are writing the reports— 
all splendid—of our work here. 

And you, Devil [leaning over the platform and 
shaking -his fist], you’re sore at that, aren’t you? 
And you're trying to tell the managing editors to 
leave us out of the papers, and they’re telling you 
“Nothing doing.” 

Bless the trolley boys, Lord, and the fellows 
down in the subway—the Interurban. No, that’s 
not the right name of it, Lord, it’s the Interbor- 
ough. Bless the elevated boys and the automobile 
drivers. 

Jesus, bless everybody, whether he’s in Brad- 
street’s or R. J. Dun’s, or whether or not he can 
sign his check that will be good down at the Na- 
tional City Bank. Bless the gink that’s drunk, 
Lord, and bless the girl that’s selling her woman- 
hood, and send her home with the tears of re- 
pentance in her eyes and the bloom of restored 
purity on her brow. Bless and save us all, Jesus! 


New York. 


‘he 


Peter and Judas 
By V. C. S. 


“ Peter went out and wept bitterly.” 
“ Judas ... said, Hail, Master, and kissed him.” 


OME of us as little children found our greatest 

reward or punishment in a loved face. The sensi- 
tive flower of our happiness spread sweet petals in 
the light of that dear smile, or withered and drooped 
under a look of reproach and sorrow. 

The Apostle Peter was such a little child in love 
and dependence, yet with all a strong man’s capacity 
for agony and shame, so we can imagine how bitter 
were those tears, how cleansing the flood of peni- 
tence that overwhelmed. his soul when Jesus turned 
and looked upon him. 

A lodk melted Peter. Judas could bear the full 
glory of that wronged countenance and give it the 
kiss of betrayal, for Judas was in no sense a little 
child. Peter’s sins were those of impuise, fear, 
thoughtlessness, the sins of a childlike nature. 
Judas sinned maturely with shrewdness and calcu- 
lation; had he been wont like Peter to seek his 
heaven in the face of Jesus, even by the flaring light 
of the torch he too would have caught the look of 
tender reproach, and penitence instead of remorse, 
apostleship instead of the potter’s field, would have 
been his portion. 

The Lord looked up, and Peter wept; 
That thrust of love his memory kept. 
The Lord looked up, and Peter wept. 


The Lord looked up, and Judas smiled; 
He kissed that face, majestic, mild; 
The Lord looked up, and Judas smiled. 


The Lord looked up, they wept and smiled. 
A martyr’s crown, a grave defiled; 
The Lord looked up: they wept and smiled. 


Paciric Grove, CAL. 
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LESSON 10. JUNE 3. JESUS BETRAYED AND DENIED 


Golden Text: He was despised, and rejected of men.—lIsaiah 53 : 3 








The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 

EN can speak God’s truth while they are 
M wholly given over to Devil and are say- 

Ling what the Devil tells them to say. Men 
can do ’s will while they are wholly yielded to 
sin and Satan. This is one of the mysteries of God's 
making the wrath of man to praise him (Psa. 76: 10) ; 
the marvelous way in which God exercises his sov- 
ereign will in bringing to pass his p ses for this 
world as he uses the lost and the saved, the 
rebels and the loyal believing ones. He used sinful, 
lost, rebellious Assyria to punish Isracl; but this was 
not to the credit of Assyria. And this principle in 
God’s ordering of the universe comes out in the 
word of Caiaphas (v. 14), “that it was expedient that 
one man should die for the people.” This was the 
Devil’s counsel; and it was God’s purpose: and Caia- 
phas, serving Satan, without knowing what his words 
really meant and meaning something entirely differ- 
ent, unconsciously declared the purpose and blessing 
of . 


Our Background Material 

Have the members of the class read, before com- 
ing to Sunday-school, the parallel accounts of the 
lesson incident in the other Gospels; the Parallel 
Passages are given, under that heading, by Dr. Grif- 
fith Thomas. Riddle’s Harmony of the Gospels is 
invaluable for this sort of study, and may well be 
in the hands of each member of the class as well as 
the teacher (The Sunday School Times Company, 
Philadelphia; paper, 10 cents; cloth, 25 cents). 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to: les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

In, the Garden of Gethsemane our Lord passed 

- through that agony, unique in the history of_ the 
universe, recorded in the other'Gospels, Why John 
omits this incident, while he alone of the evangelists 
tells of the miraculous effect of Jesus’ personal pres- 
ence upon those who came to arrest him, is pointed 
out by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 1). 

It is believed that the “cup” from which Jesus 
prayed in Gethsemane to be delivered was, not his 
coming crucifixion in which he was to atone for the 
sins of the world and redeem the world,—for that 
was his life mission, to which he had been looking 
forward from all eternity,—but rather, because of the 
awful pressure that was upon him, the possibility of 
physical break-down and premature death before 
reaching the cross. And that prayer for deliverance 
was answered (Heb. 5:7). * 

Let us never use the expression “My Gethsemane.” 
No human being ever has had or ever will have or 
ever can have a “Gethsemane”; it was the unique ex- 
perignce of the only begotten Son of God, the only 
Saviour of men. ° 

Why did Judas and the Jews feel that they must 
arrest Jesus in a quiet, out-of-the-way place, and at 
night time? Get the views of the class. The an- 
swer is plainly given in Luke 20:19; 22:2-6. The 
Garden was just “the place” (v. 2) for the arrest. 

The Luke passages referred to suggest why such 
a tremendous force came with Judas to apprehend 
Jesus. There may have been as many as six hun- 
dred soldiers in this band or cohort (v. 3), as Dr. 
Griffith Thomas (II, 2) shows; Pilate may have 
been told that Jesus was a dangerous political per- 
sonage and might be defended by his followers. 

Was Jesus’ question, “Whom seek ye?” (v. 4) 
asked for his own information? The first part of 
verse 4 answers our question. Jesus had supernatural 
foreknowledge of what was to happen. His ques- 
tion seems to have been in order to draw out those 
who had come to arrest him, like the question he 
asked of the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, 
“What things?” (Luke 24: 19.) 

The use of the opprobious word Nazareth with 
Jesus’ name, in the Jews’ reply, may have been an 
attempt of the enemies of Jesus to fortify them- 
selves, in their infamous deed. 

How all the more striking, therefore, is the quiet 
reply of Jesus of Nazareth as he claims that he is 
the great “I am,” Jehovah-God himself! The pro- 
noun “he” is not in the original text (v. 5). The 


Companion Bible points out that these words “I am” 
are used nine times in John (4:26; 6:20; 8:24, 28, 
58; 13:19; 18:5, 6, 8) and adds, “Whatever may be 
said of the first two instances, the others are claims 
fo Bt Divine title of Exodus 3:14. See especially 


a 


John 18 : 1-18. Commit verses 10, II 


{The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
John 18 : 1-11, 15317) 


1 When Jesus had spoken these words, he went forth 
with his disciples over the ' brook * Kidron, where was a 
garden, into which he entered, himself and his disciples. 
2 Now Judas also, who * betrayed him, knew the place: for 
Jesus oft-times resorted thither with his disciples. 3 Judas 
then, having received the’ ‘band of soldiers, and officers 
from the chief priests and the Pharisees, cometh thither 
with lanterns and torches and weapons. 4 Jesus therefore, 
knowing all the things that were coming upon him, went 
forth, and saith unto them, Whom seek ye? 5 They an- 
swered him, Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus saith unto them, I 
am he. And Judas also, who * betrayed him, was standing 
with them. 6 When therefore he said unto them, I am he, 
they went backward, and fell to the ground. 7 Again 
therefore he asked them, Whom seek ye? And they said, 
Jesus of Nazareth. 8 Jesus answered, I told you that I 
am he; if therefore ye seek me, let these go their way: 
9 that the word might be fulfilled which he spake, Of those 
whom thou hast given me I lost not one. 10 Simon Peter 
therefore having a sword drew it, and struck the high 
priest’s S servant, and cut off his right ear. Now the 
Sservant’s name was Malchus. 11 Jesus therefore said 
unto Peter, Put up the sword into the sheath: the cup 
which the Father hath giveh me, shall I not drink it? ... 

1s And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another 
disciple. Now that disciple was known unto the high priest, 
and entered in with Jesus into the court of the high priest; 
16 but Peter was standing at the door without. So the 
other disciple, who was known unto the high priest, went 
out and spake unto her that kept. the door, and brought in 
Peter. 17. The maid therefore that kept the door saith 
unto Peter, Art thou also one of this man’s disciples? He 
saith, I am not. 


1Or, ravine Gr. winter-torrent. *Or, of the Cedars 
*Or, delivered him up ‘Or, cohort *Gr. bondservant. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, 
by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 











And with Jesus’ quiet declaration that he is God, 
his enemies fall helpless to the ground! Was this a 


, type, a foreshadowing, of what, will happen when the 


Son of Man comes again to this earth, not in humilia- 
tion but in glory, to face his enemies who are still 
seeking to destroy him, “the kings of the earth, and 
their armies, gathered together to make war against 
him that sat upon the horse, and against his army”? 
Then indeed will the enemies of Christ fall help- 
lessly before him, in the battle of Armageddon, as 
Satan is bound for a thousand years, and Satan’s 
tools, the false prophet and the beast, like their fore- 
runner Judas, go to their own place. Have Revela- 
tion 19: 19 to 20:3 read in class. 

But after this startling, dynamic flash of his 
omnipotence and royalty, Jesus quietly asks again, 
“Whom seek ye?” and yields himself up to the ful- 
fillment of their worst wickedness against his person. 
The “cup” which he unquestioningly accepted as from 
the Father was different, as Dr. Griffith Thomas 
(II, 4) shows, from the “cup” in Gethsemane from 
which he had been delivered. A striking Orientalism 
is brought out by Dr. Mackie (1), showing Jesus’ 
confidence in his Father’s cup. 

Why did Judas betray the Lord Jesus Christ? Get 
the class to give their views. And do not miss this 
opportunity for a clear statement of the Scripture 
and the facts about Judas. Tell the class of the dif- 
ferent explanations that have been attempted to ex- 
plain away, on high grounds, the sin of Judas. These 
are given in the opening paragraphs of Mr. Chafer’s 
remarkable study on page 283, “The Black Story of 
Judas, Then and Now.” Get the class’ opinion. 

Other striking facts about Judas are brought out 
in that article: how he could be both a disciple and 
an apostle and yet not a Christian or saved; the 
notable fact that Jesus apparently did not offer Judas 
any special teaching against the sin of stealing, and 
why not ; and the strong application to ourselves from 
the sin of Judas, at the close of the article. “Satan 
enters only through unlatched doors.” 

Use also the terrible Lesson Cartoon on Judas on 
page 290; read aloud that extract from the sup- 
posedly “evangelical” sermon, being sure to have the 
class look up the passages in 1 John 2: 22, 23; 2 John 
7. It is to this denial of the deity of Christ and of 
the fundamentals of: the Gospel that the Higher 
Criticism of the Old Testament leads. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


Because omnipotence yielded itself utterly, in vol- 
untary humility and helplessness, to the power of sin 
and the enemies of God that night in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, we are saved—if we believe and accept. 
In spite of the omnipotence that Jesus had, and by 
which he could have swept away into destruction and 
perdition all who were opposing him, Jesus sacrificed 
himself that night ; and this made possible the Gospel, 
the Good News, the salvation and deliverance and 
redemption for time and eternity of all who believe 









upon him. It was a costly thing Jesus was doing in 
the Garden that night, but—praise his name—without 
money and without price to us (Rev. 22:17). 


Teaching Points 


“Malchus had advanced so as to seize the Lord 
and thus became the object of Peter’s attack” (Com- 
panion Bible). 

‘Until the hour of the disciples’ persecution should 
come (John 16:4) nothing could harm the disciples. 
Jesus’ quiet word, “Let these go their way” (v. 8), 
was more than a request; it was the command, the 
fiat, of God, and it had to be obeyed, whether the 
Jews realized this or not,—because the word must 
“be fulfilled which he spake” (v. 9). How the words 
“lost not one” here mean physical preservation, while 
in John 17: 12 they mean spiritual preservation, with 
the relationship of the _ to the spiritual, is 
discussed by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 3). That 
verse 8 also includes the whole blessed truth of our 
Lord’s substitutionary death in our behalf is strik- 
ingly shown in the Round Table (1) 

While it is commonly accepted that the one re- 
ferred to as “another disciple” (v. 15) was John, it 
has on the other hand been suggested, apparently not 
without reason, that this other disciple, “known unto 
the high priest,” was not John, who is elsewhere 
designated as “the disciple whom Jesus loved,” but 
more probably some one of influence, as Nicodemus, 
oe Jesemm of Arimathea, both members of the San- 

edrin. 


The whole pitiable incident of Peter’s denial seems 
to be a type of the regenerated but Romans-seventh 
Christian, who has not received Christ as the fulness 
of life, and who is warming himself with the chil- 
dren of the world by the fire that they make. 

Heart-breaking stories of betrayal and denial are 
given by Miss Frederick; the only true femedy is 
plainly pointed out at the end of her article. 

When Peter answered the question, “Art thou also 
one of this man’s disciples?” (v. 17), with the tragic 
word, “I am not,” he said what every Christian in 
effect says every time that Christian sins. Christ 
pledges us his word that his grace is sufficient 
(2 Cor. 12:9) ; that sin shall not have dominion over 
us, for we are under grace (Rom. 6:14). In tempta- 
tion Satan says to us, “Art thou one of this man’s 
disciples?” If we yield to the temptation, it is be- 
cause we first commit the sin of unbelief, denying the 
word of God and the sufficiency of Christ, and 
thereby in effect answering “I am not.” 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

What do you think Judas’ thoughts must have 
been at this time? 

What do you think was the inner attitude of the 
soldiers making the arrest? 

Was it hard, or easy, for Jesus to yield himself 
unto his enemies? 

Would the Jews and soldiers have arrested the 
disciples if Jesus had not forbidden it? 

Could Peter have known better than to attack the 
enemy ? 

What was the attitude of these Jews, including 
Annas and Caiaphas, toward God? 

Was there anything wrong in Peter’s actions in 
verses 15-18, except his actual denial? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


Jesus Crucified (John 19: 16-38). 


Men, who hate God, for the first time since man 
was created have God in their hands, unresisting 
and voluntarily helpless before them. Think of the 
situation: God at the mercy of men who have no 
mercy! They accepted their chance; how the 
worked out their will against him, in brutal, fiendis 
cruelty, is told by God himself. And he let them do 
it all, because he loved them so. 


Why did Pilate deliver Jesus up to be crucified? 

What significance has Jesus’ being crucified be- 
tween two thieves? 

What reason may Pilate have had in writing that 
inscription ? 

What did the three languages of the inscription 
represent? 

What did our Lord mean when he said, “It is fin- 
ished” ? 

Mention other things than the body of Jesus that 
died that day on the cross. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





I. What Are the Facts? 


Conusrction.—The change from chapters 13 to 1 
to chapter 18 is like going from warmth to col 
from light to darkness. After the farewell dis- 
courses (13-16) and our Lord’s prayer (17) for him- 
self (vs. 1-5); for his disciples (vs. 9-19); and for 
his urch (vs. 20-26), came the incidents of the 
betrayal and trial. As in 13 to 17 we have the devel- 
opment of faith, so in 18 and 19 we have the culmina- 
tion of unbelief. The picture of Christ in these 
chapters is one of calm dignity and real majesty, 
showing that the last and supreme test was met vic- 
toriously, and that his closing hours were in entire 
consistency with his beautiful life and ministry. 

Although John was one of the three taken apart 
from the rest in Gethsemane, and was thus fitted to 
write of that solemn time, he omits all reference to 
it, not only because what others had written en 
sufficient, but also and chiefly because the specia 
line of his Gospel was the presentation of the Lord 
as the object of faith rather than as the suffering 
Son of Man. Thus we learn from John alone how 
the Lord’s personal presence at first overawed the 
company who came to apprehend him. (1) 


Persons.—Jesus Christ, his eleven Apostles, Judas, 
the traitor, and the two bands of soldiers, one 
Roman and the other Jewish. Special mention 
is made of Simon Peter and the servant of the high 
priest, Malchus. Annas was high priest from 
A. D. 7 to A. D. 14, when he was displaced by the 
Romans. His immediate successor was soon de- 
posed, and Caiaphas, his son-jn-law, was installed 
and continued in office until A. D. 35. 


Place.—The brook Kidron was a stream which 
flowed in the rainy season and dried up in the sum- 
mer. The word means “of the Cedars” (margin), 
and was supposed to be due to the cedars which 
grew upon the Mount of Olives, It was in the Valley 
of Jehoshaphat, north and east of Jerusalem, and 
separated the city from the Mount of Olives. The 
brook is associated with David’s life (Psalm 110: 
7; 124:4; Jer. 47:2). The Garden was Geth- 
semane or “oil press,” and was situated on the Mount 
of Olives near Bethany (Matt. 26: 36; Luke 22: 39). 
The court of the high priest would be a house built 
around a quadrangular interior court into which there 
was a passage, closed near the street with a heavy 
gate kept by a porter: This court was the one into 
which John entered (v. 16). 


Time.—The eve of the crucifixion, April A. D. 29. 

Parallel Passages.—Matthew 26:36 to 27:10; 
Mark 14: 32-72; Luke 22: 39-71. 

Books.—Smith, “Students’ Illustrated Historical 
Geography of the Holy Land” (The Sunday School 
Times Company, 75 cents), chapters 5 and 6; Rid- 
dle, “Outline Harmony of the Gospels” (The Sunday 
School Times, 25 cents), sections 141-146; Croscup, 
“Historical Charts of the Life and Ministry of 
Christ” (The Sunday School Times, $1), sections 
156-161; Vollmer, “Students’ Life of Christ” 
(Revell, $1.25 net), pp. 240-244. The entire story 
of these events may be helpfully studied in “The 
Trial and Death of Jesus Christ,” by Stalker (Geo. 
H. Doran Co., New York, $1.25). 


Il. What Do These Verses Mean? 


Verse 3.—Band. Roman soldiers from the guard 
situated in Jerusalem. The word is “cohort,” a tenth 
part of a legion, and in full would be 600 men. 
Officers. The temple guard sent by the Jewish San- 
hedrin, which was accompanied by priests (Luke 
22:52). Probably Pilate had been told that Jesus 
was a dangerous political personage and might be 
defended by his followers. (2) 

Verse 4.—Knowing. A supernatural knowledge, 
indicating the entire voluntariness of Christ’s action 
and the absence of all surprise and fear (13:1, 11). 

Verse 6.—Backward, due to the impression of per- 
sonal majesty, a striking instance of John’s emphasis 
on the glory of Christ, even at this time. It may 
have been due to his miraculous words, but is more 
likely to have been caused by the mere influence of 
his presence (Luke 4:30; John 7:44, 46; 8:59; 
10: 39). 

Verse 8.—These. Ejither the three disciples who 
were with Christ in Gethsemane or more probably 
all the eleven, as in verse I. 

Verse 9.—Lost not one. The earlier expression 
(17:12) referred to spiritual preservation, but here 
to physical, and this agrees with the symbolical idea 
of this Gospel, which sees in external and physical 
events emblems of higher spiritual realities (4:10; 
13730). Then, too, the external fact in this case was 
part of the method by which Christ actually did pre- 
serve his disciples from spiritual wandering, and 
thus brought about the spiritual result for which he 
had prayed. (3) 

Verse 11.—Cup. The acceptance of God’s will for 
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his death, to be distinguished from the “cup” in 
Gethsemane, from which he prayed to be. delivered 
and had his prayer answered (Heb. 5: 5-10). (4) 

Verse 13.—Annas first. Evidently Arinas still re- 
tained great influence, and in Acts 4:6 he is actually 
called the high priest. 

Verse 15.—Another. Doubtless the disciple and 
Apostle John, who must have had some personal 
connection with the high priest, of which we know 
nothing, to enable him to pass unchallenged. 


Ill. The Heart of the Lesson 


1. The Wickedness of the Falien Heart. This is 
exemplified in Judas. otwithstanding the wonder- 
ful wee of three years, he was ready to be- 
tray his Master. He does not seem to have been a 
monster of evil, but simply selfish; which led to in- 
sincerity as a disciple, falseness as an apostle, theft 
as a man, and at length perdition as a traitor. The 


‘ cause of the crime may have been originally avarice 


which perhaps developed into revenge. The sin had 
been growing for some time (6:64). All this shows 
the solemn truth that intellectual capacity is not 
everything and that formal adhesion to 7 Christ, 
even to the extent of being numbered among his 
apostles, is not enough. We also see the awful pos- 
sibilities of evil when the heart is separated from 
Divine grace. John Bradford, one of the martyrs in 
England at the time of the Reformation, once saw a 
criminal on his way to execution, and said, “There, 
but for the grace of God, goes John Bradford.” 


2. The Love of the Divine Heart. This is pictured 
in Jesus Christ. We see his willingness towards his 
Father (v. 11) ; we notice his effort, even at the last, 
to win Judas (Luke 22:48); we mark his thought 
for the safety of his disciples (v. 8); we note his 
attitude towards his captors; and we observe his 
reminder to Peter (v. 11). As we think of all this, 
we remember and rejoice in the love that gave Jesus 
to suffer and die. 


3. The Imperfection of the Renewed Heart. This 
is ‘ilustrated in Peter. We naturally feel interested 
in the blessedness of enthusiasm (v. 10), and yet we 
must not fail to see the danger of mere impulse 
(v. 11). Looking at the whole story of the denial 
(vs. 15-18, 25-27), we notice beyond ali else the 
weakness which comes’ from loss of faith (Luke 
22: 32). 

As we contemplate these three aspects of char- 
acter, we cannot help realizing the solemn lesson, 
based upon two contrasted texts: “Apart from me 
ye can do nothing” (John 15: 5) ; “I can do all things 
in him that strengtheneth me” (Phil. 4: 13). 


IV. The Lesson Outlined 
1. The Betrayer (vs. 1-3; Psalm 41: 5-8). 
(1) The journey. 
(2) The place. 
(3) The meeting. 


2. The Lord (vs. 4-9; Heb. 12: 1*11). 
(1) Calm majesty. 
(2) Willing surrender. 
(3) Self-forgetful care. 


3. The Disciple (vs. 10-18; Isaiah 50: 4-7). 
(1) Impetuous devotion. 
(2) Loving admonition. 
(3) Great danger. 

Wycuirre CoLiece, Toronto. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


When a Fellow’s “Off.”—Judas ... knew the place; 
for Jesus oft-times resorted thither (v. 2). Judas 
knew where tc find Jesus because of Jesus’ habits. 
All of us have friends whom if we wanted to find 
upon a Wednesday night we should find at a prayer- 
meeting. Yes, and some of us have other Christian 
friends we should never dream of going to a prayer- 
meeting to find on Wednesday or any other night. 
More’s the pity! (Heb. 10:25; Jude 19.) Listen, my 
boy: there is scarcely an employer who takes any 
iutecest in his help but would know where to find 
his men in their off hours if he had any occasion to 
look them up. Indeed, I have a notion that the way 
a young man spends his leisure has as much to do 
with his prospects in shop and office as the way he 
handles himself at his work. Dr. Huston told me 
one time that when he heard that one of his many 
young men employees was up at the Y. M. C. A. in 
the night-school he kept his eye on that fellow. 
“That’s just the sort we are looking for,” said he. 
And as time has rolled on his mill has found some 
of its “bosses” among them, too. When we carry 
the lilacs and the apple blossoms into the house, lots 
of the out-of-doors comes in with them. When you 
come into the shop or office, lots of your last-night 
comes in with you. Be very sure of this, it,is no 
accident that nearly all the men on the ladder going 
up are those whose employers know they will find 
them keeping the Sabbath somewhere near the way 
it ought to be kept. For example, who would want 
a cashier who spends Sunday as a sport? 
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What’s In a Name.—Judas then, having received 
the band of soldiers, ..'. cometh, . . . with lanterns 
and torches and weapons (v. 3). It was perfidy 
enough to sell out his friend, but to lead the police 
in person is so shameless we have no adjectives 
strong enough to qualify its baseness. Yet when 
Judas was born there was a great rejoicing in a man 
child. And so in that Jewish home they made the 
little fellow an expression of their thankful joy and 
called him “Praise of God.” We no longer express 


‘our hopes for the babe in his name. I am in Cleve- 


land and have just had my daughter’s chum on the 
phone to. inquire about a new baby. “Just the 
dearest little girl ever,” she said. “What do you call 
her?” I a . “Ayelees,” is the reply. hat?” 
“Ayelees.” “Don’t catch it, spell it.” “E-I-i-s-e.” 
“Oh, is that it,” I sighed. old-fashioned Eliza 
Jane doesn’t go any more. My good old Dad never 
did a kinder thing for me than when he named me 
Willie, Will, Billie, Bill, and William after my good 
old Quaker forbears. It is up to me to keep the 
name always shining—rubbed up. And your name is 
up to you for the same purpose. Nor did Judas’ 
father make any mistake in naming him “Praise of 

.” He came along with his name gloriously, and 
was honored with “the twelve” above other men. And 
then one day when he was not watching, Satan 
came aboard his life and the awful wreck followed. 
A noble name avails no more than a noble locomo- 
tive when a wrecker is on the running board (John 
8:44; Acts 5:3). 

True Manliness.—Jesus . . . went forth, and saith 
unto them, Whom seek ye? (v. 4.) Some one had 
disobeyed orders and there had been an explosion in 
the mine. Of the entombed miners some were prob- 
ably dead and the others in deadly peril. To com- 
pel a rescue party to go down into the deadly depths 
would be cruel. But for men to volunteer for such 
a service would be noble and heroic. This is ex- 
actly what Jesus did. When they came to make 
Jesus king he disappeared (John 6:15). When they 
came to take Jesus to kill him, and save a world, he 
goes to meet them with a “Whom seek ye?” He 
offered himself a ransom for us all (1 Tim. 2:6). I 
came across a lot of boys one day trying to put some 
heart into one little shaver who was “skeered.” 
Shrimp Flynn, age | Shaner, Eaglebeak, and the 
gang were saying, “Aw, Whitey, be a sport, be a 
sport.” That was Boyville’s way of saying “Be a 
man, be a man.” Jesus was the highest expression 
of manliness. Read’ Tom Brown at Oxford’s “Man- 
liness of Christ,” in every library that’s half a 
library. When Jesus is in the boy and the_ ball 
goes through a window he is not the fellow to 
scoot around the corner. If the gang does some 
mischief and Stuffy Balche, the constable, comes 
around, he doesn’t “lie out of it,” but is the boy 
who steps out with the “Whom seek ye?” attitude 
ready to “take his medicine.” I had this very thing 
happen the other day with some of my Rock Run 
boys in a little matter of somebody’s grape-vines. 
— was very much of a man, and so is every fel- 
ow who is really touched by the Christ life. 


The Man with the Gun.—Simon Peter therefore 
having a sword drew it (v. 10). When a fellow 
about your size runs around with a sword it is only 
a question of time when somebody is going to get an 
ear cut off. They tell me the two buttons on the 
back of my coat, right where the tails begin, are 
relics of the days when men went about with a 
sword strapped around the waist. Yes, and every 
man’s “honor” rested on his sleeve, and many a 
trifling dispute was settled in red. Out in Virginia 
City on the Comstock men went about with guns and 
knives in their belts, and the early mining history 
runs with quick triggers and unmarked graves. No 
man knows what he might do under the stress of a 
sudden passion, and with the help of a devil who 
watches every chance to destroy a life and reputa- 
tion. Only a fool goes armed in these days. A 
gun is no good in the house. Let Mr. Burglar help 
himself. e cannot carry away enough wedding 
present junk to pay for your funeral. If you don’t 
keep your money in bank you only get what your 
carelessness deserves. If I ever hear a burglar down- 
stairs I will never go down with a gun. In the 
first place, I have no gun. Peter’s sword would have 
gotten him into a nice old scrape if Jesus ‘had not 
helped him out (Gen. 9:6; Rev. 13: 10). 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 


we 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday School Times 

three full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 

If coming later they may not be considered at all. Do 
not submit illustrations without first securing a. circular 
that explains the acceptance of material, and the year’s 
lesson calendar, which will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 
All readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this 
department. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal les- 
son illustration used, and two dollars for the best one each 
week. 

Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, and will stand a better chance of accept- 
ance than illustrations on the Golden Text. 


All for Me.—He was despised and rejected of men 
(Golden Text). 



































LESSON FOR JUNE 3 (John 18 : 1-78) 


Oh, Thou ‘wast crowned with thorns, that I 
might wear 
A crown of glory fair; : 
“Exceeding sorrowful,” that I might be 
Exceeding glad in Thee; 
“Rejected and despised,” that I might stand 
Accepted and complete on Thy right hand. 
—From Frances Ridley Havergal. Sent 
by Mrs. M. W. Bryan, Philadelphia. 


Their Substitute — and Ours.—/f 
therefore ye seek me, bet these go their 
way (v. 8). One time my father called 
me home to see my brother, who was 
dying. On the way back to my school 
the thought kept in my mind, “If that 
were I, what would become of me?” 
Then I knew I should go to hell, for I 
was not born again. The next question 
coming to me was: “Why, then, am I 
not saved? Is there not a Saviour? Did 
he not come to seek and save the lost?” 
This continued several days. I did not 
seem to know how to be saved, any more 
than a Hottentot. Towards evening of 
the day I was saved this came strongly 
into my mind: “Why should I ‘not be 
saved here and now?” I prayed, but no 
relief. I said, “I am surely lost; I can 
do nothing.” All at once this Scripture 
flashed into my mind with great bril- 


liancy: “If ye seek me, let these go 
their way.” My mind reverted to the 
cross. saw the Fact—Jesus pouring 


out his life a sacrifice for me. Instantly 
I knew what Substitution~meant. The 
work was done—Christ died for my sins 
—I trusted. That is how I was saved.— 
From Life of Donald Ross, a letter to 
his granddaughter. Sent by Fred R. 
Swartwout, Royal Oak, Mich. (1) 


Who Saves.—Of those whom thou 
hast given me I lost not one (v.9). An 
old guide said to a tourist in the Alps, 
who was afraid to trust himself to the 
guide’s hand to be helped over some 
perilous ledge, “This hand never lost a 
man.” Christ: never lost a man. He 
has led millions home over the world’s 
paths, but not one of them ever perished 
in the way.—From Dr. J. R. Miller, in 
“Come Ye Apart.” Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Wakefield, Eng. The prize for this week 
is awarded to this illustration. 


From the Father.—The cup which the 
Father hath given me, shall I not drink 
it? (v. 11.) One day, while lying in 
bed, Miss Reed was listlessly tapping the 
cover with her finger, as a relief to the 
dull pain, and thinking of God’s deal- 
ings with her in the past, when suddenly 
the conviction came to her—almost as 
if a voice had spoken: “The trouble 
with your finger is leprosy; you must 
return to India and go at once to the 
leper asylum at Pithoragarh, and de- 
vote the rest of your life to teaching 
the lepers.” A vision of the distant 
mountain asylum which has since been 
her home flashed before her—from that 
moment she never wavered as to the 
work God was calling her to do. She 
quietly left -home as if she were going 
to call on a neighbor. It was not until 
the arrival of a letter, after she had 
reached India, that her mother learned 
the sad story and knew the quality of 
her daughter’s courage.—From_ the 
“Story of Mary Reed.” Sent by Mrs. J. 
B. Steele, Brunswick, Ga. 


The Reason.—Ari thou also one of 
this man’s disciples? (v. 17.) <A rather 
pompous-looking deacon was endeavor- 
ing to impress upon the young minds of 
a class of boys the importance of living 
a Christian life. “Why do people call 
me a Christian, children?” the worthy 
dignitary asked, standing very erect 
and smiling down upon them. A mo- 
ment’s pause; then a shrill little voice 
was heard to say, “Because they don’t 


know you.”—From the Ladies’ Home 


Journal. - Sent 


by Mary L.' Wilson, 
Maysville, Ky. 


Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


HE brook Kidrou, where was a 
garden (v. 1). In the East the name 
does not mean a place of green lawn 
and flawer-beds, but of irrigated ground 
with fruit-trees. It was doubtless the 
dark shade cast by the trees. that made 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


it necessary for the servants of the 
chief priests to take lanterns and 
torches in case a search might be 
needed (v. 3). 


The cup which the Father hath given 
me (v. 11). Offered hospitality was a 
sign of confidence and protection and 
a bond of brotherhood, and for that 
reason f and drink became an easy 
means of taking life by the insertion of 
poison in what was offered. But a cup 
presented by the Father was above sus- 
picion. (1) 

Into the court of the high priest 
(v. 15). In an Oriental house the court 
around which the family apartments are 
built and into which they open is of a 
semi-public nature. Into it strangers 
of acceptable appearance may be ad- 
mitted while awaiting an _ interview. 
Peter stood without’ as his business 
could not, he feared, bear inquiry in the 
house of the high priest. 


Having made a fire of coals (v. 18). 
That is, of charcoal. After the danger- 
ous fumes have passed off, the cinders 

ive a red glow without smoke or flame. 

hey are set in a brazier of brass, cop- 
per, or earthenware placed in the mid- 
dle of a room,-and those in the room 
sit or kneel around it, from time to time 
“ad their open hands over the hot 
coals. 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 
we 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“It was alone the Saviour prayed.” 
“ Beneath the cross of Jesus.” 
“ Wonderful love of Jesus.” 
“ What a Friend we have in Jesus.” 
“ Because He loved me so.” 
“My Saviour’s love.” 
“What a wonderful Saviour.” 
“The light of the world is Jesus.” 
(References in parentheses are to the 
metrical Psalm Book “Bible Songs.”’) 
Psalm 35 : 1-10 (73 : 1-3, 21). 
Psalm 41 : 1-13 (87: 6-8). 
Psalm 55 : 12-22 (113 : 9-11). 
Psalm 34: 18-22 (72: 1-3). 
Psalm g1 : 1-6 (184 : 1:3, 8, 11). 


yg 
From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
forgive us, forgive us out of thy loving, pa- 
tient heart for our traitorous denials of thee! 
To our shame and thy distress have we been 
silent when we should have spoken for thee; 
and we have so easily gone over to the side 
of thine enemies when we have made no 
protest against their hostility to thee. 
Lord Jesus, forgive us! And now in this 
solemn hour, when we face the facts about 
thy followers of old, may we make high re- 
solve that in thy strength we shall not be 
faithless to gthee. Confirm us in this, O 
Christ, and enable us to be utterly loyal to 
thee. In thy dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Will you please re- 

eat the Golden Text? Once more! 

ave you thought just what those words 
mean? We cannot grasp the fulness of 
their meaning, but notice this: the best 
was despised by the worst, the loveliest 
despised by the unlovely, the pure by 
the impure, the creator by his sin- 
blinded creatures. 

And not only despised, but thrust 
aside, put out of account, by men who 
not only turned their backs upon him, 
but who turned their hatred upon him 
in furious anger. 

-None of us would do that sort of 
thing, would we? I see you shake your 
heads, and I don’t wonder. But wait a 
moment, Suppose the dearest friend 
you have should want to help you in 
every way, and you should refuse to 
speak to him. Suppose one who would 
gladly lay down his life for you should 
find you ignoring him day by day, smil- 
ing over others’ light talk about him, 
and never counting him in at all in your 
life, what difference would there be be- 
tween that sort of treatment on your 
part, and what the text means by re- 
jected? 

I’m going to write that text on the 
board. What a record of mas willful 
sin! And now I’m going to do what I 
believe no one of you would really want 


me to do, if you had to read the text. 


there as applying to yourself. I’m going 





to rub out just one letter. [Rub out 
last letter in “men”.] 

How many would like to have that 
said of them? Well, if mone of you 
would, then isn’t it time right now for 
those here who haven't accepted Christ 
to do so? Will you tell your teacher 
you have done so before you go home 
to-day? Let us pray. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


Department Helps | 














For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTES.—Because the second Sunday 
in June is so generally observed as 
Children’s Day, its service and lesson 
should relate to children. The story of 
the crucifixion, assigned for June 10, 
would surely be omitted by most 
teachers of children.. It will be wiser 
to include it briefly on June 3, with the 
stories of the betrayal.and denial, com- 
pleting those sad stories in one iesson, 
using the memory text, “Christ died for 
our sins,” instead of “He was despised 
and rejected of men.” 
Phis plan will be followed in these 
M-imary outlines. 


Lesson Teaching—Jesus came to 
earth to save his people from their sins. 


Review.—Before Jesus was born, the 
angel said, Thou shalt call his name 
Jesus, for it is he that shall save his 
people fromtheir sins. He went about 
doing good. He taught his disciples 
how to carry on the work. The end of 
his life on earth was near. 

In the upper room after they had 
eaten supper together, Jesus talked to 
his disciples until very late. One of 
them, Judas, had gone out of the room. 
Jesus said to the others, I must leave 
you and go to my: Father in heaven. 
He will send His Holy Spirit to be 
your teacher,. guide, and helper. 

Before this promise could come true, 
Jesus was to die and be buried, but He 
was to rise from the dead and go back 
to his Father. - 

The disciples were very sad when 
Jesus told them. He said, You will be 
scattered and will leave me alone, but 
I am not alone, because my Father is 
with me. You shall have trouble in this 
world, but be of good cheer for I have 
overcome the world. They bravely 
promised never to Jeave him alone. We 
shall see. 

To-day’s Story—Before they left.the 
upper room, Jesus prayed with his dis- 
ciples, then they sang a hymn together. 
Out into the moonlight they went, down 
the hill, through the city gate, across 
the brook Kidron toward Bethany, but 
they turned into a* garden shaded by 
olive trees. 


It was very late. Eight of the dis- 


ciples stayed near the entrance. Peter, 
James, and John went with Jesus 
farther into the garden, Jesus said, 


You stay here while I go yonder to 
pray alone to my Father in heaven. 
They were so tired that, when Jesus 
came back to the place, once, twice, 
three times, they were asleep. Jesus 
said to Peter, Could ye not watch with 
me one hour? Jesus had seen lanterns 
and torches moving under the trees, so 
he knew that other people had come to 
the garden. He roused the sleeping dis- 
ciples and said, Arise, let us be going. 

How surprised they were to see many 
people with swords and sticks, lanterns 
and torches! Most of all they were 
surprised to see that Judas was the 
leader. 
kissed him as a sign to the soldiers to 
arrest him. 

Jesus said, Whom seek ye? The 
frightened disciples tried to be brave 
at first, but when Jesus was arrested, 
bound, and led away, they all forsook 
him and fled. God’s Holy Spirit was 
with Jesus. 

Back through the city gate they led 
hirn to the high priést’s home. John 
knew the place and Peter followed 
afar off. Jesus was on trial.’ The night 
was chilly; some one had made a fire 


He stepped toward Jesus and1 
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in the court where several stood to 
warm themselves. Peter joined the 
group around the fire. Three times 
somebody asked, Are you one of this 
man’s disciples? Did I not see you in 
the garden with him? Each time Peter 
answered, I do not know the man. 
When he heard the rooster crow, he re- 
membered that Jesus said, You will 
deny me three times before the cock 
crows. Jesus looked at Peter, who 
went out and cried. 

The, same night Judas had betrayed 
Jesus, and Peter had denied Him. All 
night Jesus was led from place to place 
for a false trial. As morning drew 
near he was taken before Governor 
Pilate, who examined Jesus and said he 
found no fault in him. 

Some one said, He calls himself a 
King. Jesus said, My kingdom is not of 
this world. Pilate led Jesus before the 
angry Jews and said in scorn, Behold 

our King. They said, We have no king 
but Czsar. Before long Pilate ‘gave Jesus 
into their hands. They led him chrough 
another city gate to a little hill, and 
they put him on a cross to let him die. 
Jesus died for the sins of the people. 

Toward evening two rich men asked 
Pilate if they might have the body of 
Jesus for burial. (The disciples were 
scattered and afraid.) One of these 
rich men, named Joseph of Arimathea, 
owned a beautiful garden near by, in 
which was a new stone tomb. The other 
rich man was Nicodemus, who once 
talked to Jesus by night. He brought 
100 pounds of sweet spices, Very gently 
the body of Jesus was taken from the 
cross, wrapped in linen cloths with the 
spices and laid in Joseph’s garden 
tomb. The friends of Jesus felt very 
sad that night, but there was a 
brighter day ahead. Each one began 
to understand that Christ died for our 
sins. 


Expression—The most appropriate 
expression will be a simple song in 
closing: 

“Jesus loves me, He who died, 
Heaven’s gate to open wide; 
He will wash away my sin, 
Let His little child come in.” 


_Peorta, ILt. 


My Class of Girls 
By Miss Bernice Frederick 


Betraying.—Tillie, the trusted nurse 
of a multi-millionaire’s child in a large 
city, listened longingly to the tales of 
another nurse in her neighborhood 
about the good times to be had at a 
certain public dance hall. She feebly 
protested that she had never consid- 
ered such places “just right for nice 
girls to go to,” but the dance hall ad- 
vocate soon disposed of her objections 
and she promised to attend on her next 
night off. She met a “perfectly lovely 
man and wife” who practically became 
self-appointed chaperons, seeing that 
the girls danced, only with “proper 
young men” and escorting them home at 
a “conventional hour.” So interested 
was the “kind lady” in Tillie’s having 
“relief from monotony” that she ar- 
ranged, upon the next dance night, to 
meet Tillie the following day, when she 
was taking the baby for his airing in 
the park, and to look after him herself 
while Tillie could enjoy a picture-show 
“which was just too delightful to miss.” 

At the close of the show Tillie hur- 
ried to the appointed place. As she 
approached she saw the baby buggy 
standing alone under a tree. er heart 
jumped and she ran to it. The baby 
was gone—and a square envelope la 
upon his pillow. On it she read, 
“Tillie, give this to your employer.” 

Two weeks after ‘the kidnaping, 
Tillie, broken in mind, sat by a window 
in a Sanitarium rocking an imaginary 
baby. She would sing a while, and then 
springing up would scream out, “I’ve 
betrayed my trust and my Lord!” 

Denying.—One spring day the entire 
school was electrified by the news that 
the father of the acknowledged leader 
of the freshmen class had deserted his 
wife and daugnter, Nadine. Marion, 
one of Nadine’s intimates and a most 








ardent admirer, was most vehement in 
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her denunciation of the father, but, 
when’ it became evident within a few 
weeks that, through lack of both incli- 
nation and money, Nadine had relin- 
uished the social scepter, and when 
Julia began to appear as her probable 
successor, Marion’s attitude changed 
most perceptibly. She reasoned that 
Nadine could be of no further benefit 
to her and that Julia could, so she be- 
gan to “cultivate” Julia, whom she had 
never been able to like and who, she 
knew, had always been jealous of Na- 
dine. In less than two months after 
the great sadness had entered her old 
chum’s life she was heard to remark 
“philosophically,” “It is too bad that 
Nadine’s father brought her down to 
the level he did, but she is a chip off the 
old block and would, sooner or later, 
have found her level anyway.” 


Self.—Girls, it is selfishness nearly 
every time that causes us to betray or 
deny a friend or to shirk duty. The 
desire to hold to what we have or to 
acquire what some one else has, to gain 
worldly applause or worldly goods, to 
enjoy transient pleasure or roe 
excitement, has caused many a girl an 
young woman to betray or deny not only 

ood earthly friends, even her mother, 
out also her eternal Friend, the Saviour 
who gave His blood for her life. And 
no girl’ is able to cope with her own 
selfishness—there is only One who can 
master it—and until 


liable at any time and often to become 


its victim. Let us “betray” self to 
Christ. He will “deny” it power to | 
control us. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson | 


Read John 19: 16-30 


1. How do girls “crucify” Jesus to- | 


day? 

2. Do girls when they “crucify” Jesus | 
“crucify” others “on either side”? 
Whom? 


3. Do girls ever assume a righteous 
air when violating the will of God as 
did the gem of our lesson? (Note 
chapter 18: 28.) 


4. What wonderful lesson in thought- 
fulness can a girl get from verses 26 
and 27? 


Kansas City, Mo. 
wg 
Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View”’ 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


Time to Act.—When Jesus had 
spoken these words he went forth 
(v. 1). He could not stay in that up- 


per room always. He must go out and 
die for the world. We can’t be plan- 
ning always. We must go forth and 
do the things we have planned. 
Teacher told about a fellow he knew 
who was always reading books about 


neble boys who helped their widowed | 
But he spent so much time | 
reading that his mother had to do all | 


mothers. 


the chores. That fellow needed to put 
down his book and “go forth.” 

Afraid of His Shadow.—With lanterns 
and torches and weapons (v. 


' Afraid-of-his-Shadow. 
little ‘he thought his 


When he was 
shadow was 


something chasing him. That was the | 


way with Judas. It was full moon at 
Passover time, but he knew he was do- 
ing wrong and so had to turn his raid 
into a regular torchlight procession. 
Even then the soldiers nearly fainted 
when Jesus spoke to-them. 

Teacher repeated something that 
Shakespeare said about conscience mak- 
ing us cowards, and declared that if a 
person is doing right he need not be 
afraid of anything in the line of duty. 

“What made Judas go back on Jesus 
that way,” asked Bumps. 

Teacher had us look up several 
verses about Judas (John 13:2; 12:6), 
and we decided that Satan got hold of 
him through his love of money (1 Tim. 
6:10). Teacher says many thousands 
have been led astray the same way. The 
only safe thing is to serve God with our 
money instead of serving money as our 
god (Matt. 6: 33). 


+ 








he deliberately | 
gives herself up to His mastery she is | 





3). | 
Teacher told us about an Indian named | 
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.—Peter also was with 


them (v. 18). Petér was bold as a lion‘ 


out there in the garden,—waded into 
the whole posse single-handed, ~but up 
in the palace he swore he didn’t even 
know Jesus. 

Teacher believes Peter expected Jesus 
to back him up with divine power and 
wipe out the mob. When Jesus sur- 
rendered without a blow it knocked the 
breath out of Peter’s faith. That’s why 
he went back on it all. 

Then, Peter~got with the wrong 
crowd. Teacher says more\boys have 
gone back on Christ from that cause 
than all others. 

“Huh,” snorted Bulldog, “you can’t 
always ‘be sitting around with the dea- 
cons. _Sometimes you've got to work 
with the bunch down at the liv ery barn.” 

“That’s true,” answered teacher, “but 
by letting them know plainly where you 
stand, you will be with them but not 
of them, and you can have other close 
io wko will help you be true to 

esus.” 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read John 19: 16-30 

For what did the Jews condemn 
Jesus? (Mark 14: 64.) 

Why did they take Jesus to Pilate? 
(John 18:31.) ~ 

With what did they charge Jesus be- 
fore Pilate? (John 19: 12.) 

What would you have done in Pilate’s 
place? - 

Why did Jesus allow himself to be 
killed? 

Was the crucifixion a defeat or a 
victory? 

Terre Haute, Inp. 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





OME is one of the sweetest words 
in the English vocabulary and it 
ought to be one of the sweetest places 
on earth. It should have a healthful, 
ne, inviting atmosphere. Our 
children showld never require to go out- 
side to find their happiness and fun. 
“Of all the places your children may visit 
or call 
Make home the most pleasant and happy, 
The sweetest and best of them all.” 


Every home should have its family 





altar, at whieh all may meet in family 
devotion. home with its altar is 
strong and sweet and true. Who is not 
familiar with Burns’ “Cotter’s Saturday 
Night,” where the Bible and family 
piety are exalteti in the humble home. 
“From scenes like these Old Scotia’s 
grandeur springs, 
That makes her loved at home, revered 
abroad.” 





' May 28 to June 3 
Mon.—John 18: 1-11. Jesus Betrayed. 


The gloom is deepening and _ the 
clouds are gathering blackness. “Jesus 
is betrayed”; only a professed friend 
could do that. One of the inner circle 
of the apostles has gained the unen- 
viable notoriety of being “the betrayer.” 
Thus was our -Lord wounded in the 
house of his friends. ‘ 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
our public servants, policemen, railway 
men, firemen, postmen, and motormen. 
Also for our soldiers and sailors, and 
for all Christian effort among them. 


Tues.—John 18: 12-18, 25-27. Jesus Denied. 


Alas for Peter! His boastings had 
been too loud, for he little knew thé 
treacherous nature of his own heart. 
His fall may have been sudden as doubt- 
less it was, but it is a warning to us not 
to be found warming ourselves at the 
devil’s fires, lest we be burned. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
warring nations of the earth.. Practi- 
cally the whole world is now involved 
in war. Pray that out of all this evil 
God may yet be glorified, that men’s 
carnal passions may be held in check, 
and that national life may be purified. 


Wed.—John 18: 19-24, 28-32. Jesus Tried. 


Thus does He stand, the Judge of all, 
to be tried before the tribunal of men, 
and the only real charge they can bring 
against him is that he is “guilty of an 
excess of love” to the lost and perish- 
ing. Amazing grace! Did angels ever 
behold the like? 

Prayer SuGcestions: Pray for the 
work of the Y. M. C. A. among the sol- 
diers a all the countries now at war; 
that efforts to benefit the men may “ot 
stop at temporal wants, but that a gra- 
cious spiritual awakening begin in many 
hearts and men learn of Christ. 
Thurs.—John 18: 33-40. Jesus and Pilate. 


_Christ was arraigned before Pilate | 
and treated as a common malefactor. | 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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Bibles for Children 


THE MOST BEAUTIFUL BIBLES 
FOR THIS PURPOSE ARE THE 


Oxtord 
Pictorial 





Palestine 
Bibles 


With 
ILLUSTRATIONS IN BLACK AND 
NATURAL COLORS. No fanciful pic- 
tures, but only those that are true to life. 
These Pictures Instruct as 

Well as Interest 
HELPS FOR CHILDREN 
BIBLES WITH QUESTIONS AND 
ANSWERS 


Priced from 70 cents upward 
Send for booklet “* The Child and the Book.” 


Oxford Bniversity Press American Branch 
35 West 32nd Btrect - + + ‘Rew York 





The verdict of the judge was the verdict 
of men in all ages—“I find. in Him no 
fault.” His implacable enemies, how- 
ever, demanded the death of the Inno- 
cent One, preferring, as many do, their 
sins before Christ. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for Rus- 
sia, that now that the yoke of centuries 
has been thrown eff and religious lib- 
erty granted to all classes alike, a new 
day of spiritual liberty may break upon 
that great and devout people. Pray that 
the pure Gospel may. gain notable tri- 
umphs over Russia’s false faiths. 


Fri—John 19: 1-16. Jesus Condemned. 


Strange justice this surely, that the 
innocent should be condemned. Pilate’s 
action was in order to please the crowd 
and gain the favor of the people. “His 
convictions yielded, and his corruptions 
prevailed”—fear of man having a greater 
power over him than fear of God. 

Prayer SuGcestions:- Pray for all 
our great schools, colleges, seminaries, 
and universities; for the many thou- 
sands of students, both young men and 
young women. For our boys and young 
people who are in boarding schools, that 
the faith they learned at their mother’s 
knee may not be lost. 


Sat.—Luke 23: 13-25. A Vacillating Judge. 


The fear of man brings many into a 
snare. Full well Pilate knew Jesus to 
be innocent, but he hesitated to do what 
was right,. and therefore delivered 
Jesus over to the will of his enemies, 
who hurried him to his cross amid a 
storm of popular noise and tumult. 

PrayER SuGGESTIONS: Give thanks for 
the deliverance which has come to the 
Jews in Russia, and pray that this may 
lead to a further spread of the Gospel 
among the ancient people of God. Pray 
that the present military movements 
around Palestine may rid the Holy Land 
of the.tyranny of the Turk. 


Sun.—Isa. 53% 1-9. Despised and Rejected. 


Surely here we have, if anywhere, the 
greatest blunder the world ever. made. 
The Prince of Life is despised and 
treated with contempt. The Author of 
Life rejected and deemed unworthy of 
a place in the hearts of men. What 
consummate folly of which only a world 
gone mad could be guilty. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: The third and 
last month of the “Sunday Campaign” 
in New York City is now entered. Let 
our prayers for a crowning victory be 
earnest and unceasing. Think of what 
it means for New York to be won for 
Christ. Pray for a new anointing of 
Mr. Sunday and his party. 

New York City. 



































~LESSON FOR JUNE 3 (John 18 : 1-18) 
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The Sunday School Times is a weekly 
journal for adults, in the, field of Bible 
study and teaching, Sunday-school man- 
agement, and the Christian life and 
service; it goes into every state, terri- 
tory, and province in North America and 
more than forty foreign countries. It 
reaches practically every denomination, 
and its exceptional constituency includes 
the strongest Christian leaders, both 
men and women, laymen and ministers, 
and the best Christian homes, in English- 
speaking Christendom of to-day. . 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished. weekly at the following rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
and Canada. These rates include 
postage: 
$1 00 Five or more copies, either 

e to separate addresses or ina 
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$1 50 One copy, or any number of 

e copies less than five, $1.50 
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: ne iree copy ad- 
Free Copies  jitional will be al- 
lowed for every’ten copies paid for in 
a club at the $1 rate. 

<a pease is not sent to any subscriber 

beyond the time paid for, except by spe- 

cial request. 
The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, June 3 


Confidence and How to Get It 
(Neh. 6: 1-16). 


(Consecration Meeting.) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 

Mon.—Joshua’s confidence (Num. 1%: 
1-10). 

Tues.—A song of trust (Isa. 12: 1-6). 

Wed.—Men of faith (Heb. 11 : 1-10). 

Thurs.—Do right and ‘trust (Dan. 3: 


8-25). 

Fri.—Confidence through prayer (2 Cor. 
12: 1-9). 

Sat.—Confidence by obedience (Exod. 14: 
13-31). 














How can we develop confidence in God? 
How may we develop confidence in our 
own powers? 

How does lack of confidence handicap us? 


—s is only one sure and right 
way of getting confidence, and that 
is to trust and obey. Whoever finds the 
will of God and does it need never be 
afraid of anything. The will of God 
will not léad him into any task or sit- 
uation where the strength of God will 
not carry him safely and successfully 
through. - 


Brazenness and assurance are not 
confidence. They may be self-confi- 
dence, but they do not inspire and re- 
tain the confidence of others, and what 
we want is not more trust in ourselves, 
but such trustworthiness as shall lead 
others to have confidence in us. 


We get confidence of a true sort by 
faithfulness and devotedness. The 
musician gets it by constant practise 
and work. The-captain gets -.it. by cour- 
age and singlemindedness and the’ con- 
stant handling of his men in danger and 
in duty. When we master our work so 
that it becomes second nature to us 
and we can do it with our whole being, 
we have confidence in it. Practise gives 
us the confidence of unself-conscious- 
ness. 
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Modesty and just-mindedness promote 
confidence. Boastfulness and self-ex- 
aggeration often swell a man up into 
an imposing figure, but he .is unsub- 
stantial. The quiet men who make no 
fuss and have no bands playing before 
them ,are the surer and more effective 
men. 

we 


“Chinese” Gordon was one of the 
most effective and powerful men of his 
day. But he made no splurge, sat in 
back seats in church, was even seen 
arranging the flowers on his ‘dinner 
table as Governor-General of the Sou- 
dan in his shirt sleeves, despised dis- 
play and brass buttons, and .put his 
trust only in his God: Of Him he was 
absolutely sure. This was the way he 
spoke : 

“No man ever had a harder task than 
I, unaided, have before me,” he said 
during his first period in the Soudan, 
“but it sets as a feather on me. As 
Solomon asked, I ask wisdom to govern 
this great people; and not only will He 
give me it, but all else besides. And 
why? Because I value not the ‘all be- 
sides.’ I am quite alone and like it. I 
have become what people call a great 
fatalist, viz.: I trust God will pull me 
through every difficulty. The solitary 
grandeur of the desert makes one feel 
how vain is the effort of man. This 
carries me through my troubles, and 
enables me to look on death as a com- 
ing relief, when it is His will. . .. It is 
only my firm conviction that I am only 
an instrument put in use for a time that 
enables me to bear up; and in my pres- 
ent state, during my long, hot,’ weary 
rides, I think ‘my thoughts better: and 
clearer than I should with a compan- 
ion.” 





On the. way to the Soudan he had 
written to his sister: 

“Even really religious people are 
more or less. infidels. . . . I have a 
Bank, and on that I can draw; He is 
richer than the Khedive, and knows 
more of the come? than any one; I 
will trust Him to help me out of money 
or any other difficulties.” 

we 

The modern prescription for making 
a man a Napoleon of finance, a Demos- 
thenes for eloquence, and an encyclo- 
pedia of knowledge by means of a cor- 
respondence course and an inflation of 
his will, are just as effective as the idea 
of lifting yourself by your bootstraps. 
Surely a mian can do something with 
himself, and he ought to make out of 
himself all that he can. But success is 
not limited to money or fame, and doing 
our duty wherever it may be is better 
worth while than aspiring to have the 
kind of a will and to acquire the kind 
of power which modern fakir adver- 
tisements promise to give us through 
a book to be obtained for so much if 
ordered at once on attached coupon! 


Better stay nearer where we are and 
make it a better and a bigger place. 

It is better to seek to inspire confi- 
dence than to possess it. 

And we inspire it best as we see 
clearly and fearlessly do our duty. 

New York City, 





{ Children at Home 





Such a Strange Case! 
By Hilda Richmond 


PpAvt and Emily were going to 
move and they were very sorry. 
They talked the matter over with their 
little cousins, Joe and.Martha, who had 
come from another town to visit them. 
“We have to leave our Sunday-school,” 
said Paul sadly, “and we have the 
nicest teacher in the whole world.” 

“And the nicest day-school,” added 
Emily. “Our teacher is so kind and 
the children have the best times. Oh, 
dear! I wish we could stay right here.” 

“We're going to move too,” said Joe, 
“though Papa has not decided just 
where. But I’m glad to go. We have 
a horrid school teacher who gives the 
longest, hardest lessons. My, but I'll be 
glad to get away from her.” 

“And I won’t be sorry to leave our 
Sunday-school,” said Martha. “The 
teacher wants the children to sit per- 
fectly quiet and we don’t have good 
times at all. Maybe when we move 
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we'll gst a nice teacher and a bigger 


The children did not see one another 
for a long time. It is hard work to 
move in the winter time, and there is 
not mueh time for visiting. Paul and 
Emily found the very nicest school— 

uite as nice as the one they left—and 
they entered upon the work in a very 
happy mood, Of course it was differ- 
ent, but the teacher helped them and 
they soon felt at home in their new 
place. They liked the Sunday-school 
very much, too, and the teacher and 
children found them very good pupils: 

It was late in the winter when they 
again saw Joe and Martha. “Oh, we 
have a worse school than we used to 
have!” they cried both together when 
they saw their cousins. 

“She gives the longest, hardest les- 
sons you ever saw, and she makes us 
sit as quiet as mice,” said Martha. “I 
dan’t like her a bit.’ 

“And the Sunday-school is not a bit 
nice,” said Joe. “The children are not 
friendly, and I almost wish we had 
never moved, though the Sunday-school 
we left was not very nice.” 

“That’s too bad,” said Paul. “We 
were sorry to move, but now we have 
found that the new school is as nice as 
the old one.” 

But the strange thing about it all you 
have not heard. Paul and Emily had 
moved to the town Joe and Martha left, 
and were in their school and their Sun- 
day-school, while Joe and Martha were 
in the school that Paul and Emily had 
left when they moved. I wonder if any 
of the little boys and girls can explain 
this very strange case. Joe and Martha 
could not when somebody asked them. 
They only knew that the Sunday-school 
and the day-school were horrid,—as 
horrid as the ones in the town they had 
lived in before; and they were sorry 
that they had such a hard time of it. 
And I feel sorry for them too, for if 
they do not find out their mistake they 
may find everything horrid as they go 
along through life, while their happy 
cousins find everything pleasant and 
helpful. Do you know why? 


KENTON, OHIO. 





Missionary Studies 
for the Sunday-School 
Edited by George H. Trull 


These small, inexpensive books are written es- 
pecially for circulation among Sunday-school 
scholars. They are issued in three series, and 
the second and third series in two grades each, 
Junior and Senior. 

Price 20 cents each, postpaid, 10 or more 
copies, 15 cents each, not postpaid; s50 copies, 
10 cents each, not postpaid. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES Co. 
1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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understood by the average person.”’ 





CHILDREN’S DAY REWARDS 


Pocket Size Bibles and Testaments. 
Scholars’ Bibles with Illustrations. 
Reference and Teachers’ Bibles. 


American Standard Version 


‘* The latest and best transtation of the Scriptures 


“The most accurate translation of the Bible, which is the first essential to the 
student, and also the simplest and clearest in its language, and so the most easily 


Order from your Bookseller, or send for catalogue and Booklet ‘*The Wonderful Story.”’ 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS, Publishers 
381 A Fourth Avenue (Corner Twenty-seventh Street), - ~ - - New York 


in existence,’’ 











International 





‘‘THE INDISPENSABLE 


THE CONNECTING LINK 


Interdenominational 


MISSIONARY MACAZINE’’ 


FACTS YOU WISH TO KNOW, METHODS YOU WISH TO USE, AUTHORS YOU LIKE TO READ, 


25 cents a copy. 
MISSIONARY REVIEW PUBLISHING CO., I be 


SPECIAL OFFER, SIX MONTHS FOR $1.00. 
INC. - - 


$2.50 a year. 
° - 1156 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY 



































































e Shameful Abuse of 


Our Stomachs. 
By R. W. Lockwood 


OU wouldn’t pour cream on your grapefruit or drink lemonade and 
milk at the same meal and expect such a combination. to increase 
your health and efficiency ; and yet three times each day, three 
hundred and sixty-five days a year, the average man, woman, and 

child eat combinations of food almost as dangerous. 














































The foods that make up our daily diet are, I am convinced, the cause 
of 90 percent of all the sickness and low vitality from which most of us 
suffer. Authorities everywhere are beginning to realize that health, strength, 
and personal efficiency can be recovered or maintained only through a 
knowledge of proper food selection and combination. 


Food is the building material-of the human body and brain. What 
we eat to-day we are to-morrow. And yet we use less care in the selection 
of building materials for our own human structures than we would in build- 
ing a shanty. 


‘But I do eat good, simple, nourishing food,’’ you say. Of this I 
have no doubt. But one good, simple. food, when combined ‘with an- 
other equally good, simple food, will in many casts produce a chemical 
reaction in the stomach and literally explode. 


Unfortunately for us Nature does not digest separately each food we 

eat: at a meal, . Instead, the entire meal{is digested em masse, If the 
y foods thus thrown together disagree chemically with each other, the result 
, is a miniature revolution. 


The wonder of it all is that we stand the stress as well as.we Mo. . 
~ Instead of being only ‘fi Ppereeneeiiicient, as neste 
deserve to be 10 percent: efficient. ° - Particularly’ is*this’ true’ because of 
the sedentary lives we lead. Our grandfathers had a much better chance ? 
than we do because they lived outdoors and were able to burn up their 7 ee nena Tile dine son ee 
ill-chosen food through strenuous exercise—a luxury permitted us only 
in homeopathic doses. 
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I have been told that a numberof wealthy peo. 
ple who have gone to him after everything else had 
failed have been so ha appy y at their complete resto- 
ration to health through his simple suggestions that 
they have voluntarily sent hia checks for from 

$500 to $1,000 in addition to his regular charge. 


There have been so many inquiries from all 
arts of the United States from people soskitg 
the benefit of Eugene Christian's advice, an 
whose cases he is unable to handle personally, 
that he has written.a series of little lessons tell- 
ing exactly what to eat in order to overcome the 
different conditions due to wrong eating. 
; These lessons—there are 24 of them—contain 
actual menus for breakfast, luncheon, and dinner, 
covering all conditions of health and sickness, from 


a The reason that until lately so few of us have recognized the 
? influence of proper food selection and combination on our health 
and energy is that we could see no direct connection between 
the foods we eat and our ills. And yet the connection is really 
very direct, 


Of course it is perfectly clear that stomach acidity, 
gas, fermentation, and constipation are due to foods that 
‘*disagree.” But until now our reasoning has gone no 
further, and in spite of the obvious connection most of 
us, when subject to these symptoms, instead of attack- 
ing the disorder at the source, take pills and powders, 

~which provide — temporary relief and actually do 
a great deal more harm than good. For they weaken 
our systems and tend to produce a return of the 
sen gf om in even more violent form than before. 


$3 S This is true of both stomach remedies and laxatives. infancy to old age, for all occupations, climates, and 

z : hin: i ei seasons. . ‘They include correctzve menus for stomach 

¢ ee Auto-intoxication, biliousness, malnutrition, acidity, fermentation, constipation, and the host of 

; og obesity, heart, liver, and kidney affections,—in fact, diseases which follow when these warnings are neg- 

; 1% & § lover fifty diseases can likewise be traced to body lected. They also tell you how to reduce and how to 
s cB poisons that make their innocent entrance through the gain weight. 

> = = + |mouth, and which can be removed by a change in eating With these lessons at hand it is just as though you 

a. ee habits. “y ‘were in personal contact with the great food specialist, 

$135 Eugene Christian, the prominent Food Specialist, has Y every point is so thoroughly covered and clearly explained. 

Vm oO proved this in hundreds of instances, including his own ou can start eating the very things that will remove the 


causes of your disorder the day you receive theessons, and it 
is quite possible that you will secure results from the very first meal. 
If you would like to have these 24 Little Lessons in Corrective 
Eating, simply write the Corrective Eating Society, Inc., Dept. 435, 443 
pousth “~Avenue, New York City. It is not necessary to enclose an money 
with your request. Merely ask them to send the les- 
sons on five days’ trial with the understanding that you 
will remit $3.00, the small fee asked, or return them 
and owe nothing in case you are not fully satisfied. 
If the more than 300 pages contained in the course 
yield but one single suggestion that will bring greater 


case. 


Twenty years ago Eugene Christian was at death’s door; 
for several years previous he had suffered all the agonies of 
acute stomuch and intestinal troubles, until his doctors—among 
¥ them some of the most noted specialists in the country— 
ave him up todie. Asa last resort, he commenced to . , : 
Ruay the food question himself. As a result of what he Pills and Powders sometimes provide temporary 
learned, he succeeded in literally eating his way back to ‘elief for stomach acidity and fermentation, 
health without drugs or medicines of any kind, and ina _ but only at the expense of our resistive powers. 
remarkably short space of time. 


Eugene Christian is to-day nearly sixty years old—or shall I say young? health, you will get many times the cost of the course back in personal benefit 

For he has more vitality, more ginger, more physical endurance than most —yet hundreds write the Society that they find vital helpfulness on every page. 

ad youngsters in their teens. For almost fifteen years he has not had even so Merely tear out and mail this form instead of writinga letter. It is a copy of the official 
much as & cold. blank adopted by the Society and will be honored at once. 


To-day Eugene Christian @ teaching hundreds of ebhef men.and wemen | ee Se ar Se SRR Oe Nh OS ee a 


how to eat their way to buoyant health and increased energy by properly com- CORRECTIVE EATING SOCIETY, INC., Dept. 435, 443 Fourth Ave., New York City 

bining and proportioning their everyday foods, and entirely without the use of You may mail me the 24 Lessons in Corrective Eating, for which I agree to pay $3.00. 
medicine. An interesting feature of Christian’s work-is the fact that vou can It is understood that I am to have the privilege of returning them within five days after their 
secure the foods he recommends at any store or out of any garden; and, instead receipt and owe nothing in the event that‘I am not satisfied. 

of having to practise self-denial, youenjoy your meals as you never have before. 


No special or patented foods are required. SS. 5 bw Nise RS ee Se a Ss ae, Fe ee 
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